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Bill gets by 


DisabilityNOW 


The Welfare Reform Bill has squeezed through the Commons, but rebels are 


still optimistic that the Lords may come good. 


Disability campaigner and 
Labour peer Lord Ashley has 
vowed to lead a House of Lords 
challenge to Government bids 
to cut disability benefits. 

His promise came after a vote 
in which 67 Labour MPs sup- 
ported amendments to The 
Welfare Reform and Pensions 
Bill. The Government won the 
vote by just 40 in May. 

The Bill would means-test 


Incapacity Benefit (IB) for new 
claimants against any personal 
pensions, and restrict entitle- 
ment to those who have paid 
some national insurance over 
the previous two years. 

Lord Ashley is to put forward 
amendments in the Lords, 
where they would have a good 
chance. Lord Ashley said: “If 
the Lords don’t take it up, that 
will be the end of it.” 


What do we want? Protesters outside the Houses of Parliament 


MARION BULL 


Are comfort and 
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posture support your 


SS main expectations from 


a wheelchair? 


For the care you and 
your relatives deserve 


We have wide expertise 


meeting specialist seating 


needs, using a range of 


branded comfort chairs and 


in house resources. 


Call Simon today for 


free advice and home 


The Government has offered 
some concessions, including a 
review of the level at which 
means-testing would begin. 

Leading rebel Lynne Jones, 
Labour MP for Birmingham 
Selly Oak, said: “Hopefully 
when it comes back from the 
Lords the Government will not 
want another rebellion and will 
firm up on concessions.” 

Ian Bruce, co-chair of the 
Disability Benefits Consortium, 
said: “It is still not too late to 
reverse these cuts.” 

But the Government remains 
committed to the Bill. Social 
Security Minister Hugh Bayley 
said: “We are determined to 
press ahead with it.” 

The Government claimed that 
it was prioritising people in 
greatest need, such as severely 
disabled young people. 

Mencap, the only major chari- 
ty not to have walked out of the 
Government’s Disability 
Benefits Forum last month, 
denied that it had stayed in 
because it did not think its 
clients would be greatly affect- 
ed by the disputed reforms. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
did not feel that walking out 
was more likely to make minis- 
ters listen to us.” 


Top vote 
for chair 


A toilet and shower chair 

that is easily adaptable for 

growing children won | 

Disability Now’s New. 

Product Showcase at the 
_ Naidex exhibition this year. 


Established 1984 


“They all try that one, Sir” 


The award 
winning 
newspaper 
for everyone 
with an interest 


in disability 


STEVE MORGAN 


Parking watch 


Supermarkets will soon have to 
do more than just provide 
parking for disabled people — 
they will also have to monitor 
who uses the spaces. 

So says a Government code of 
practice on Part Two of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) which comes into force 
this October. The code is 
already available on the website 
www.disability.gov.uk. 

Douglas Campbell, chief 
executive of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, said that, 
although supermarkets were 
planning to leaflet offenders, 
the test would be how far they 


would be prepared to go. Many 


Sainsbury’s stores, he added, 
fell short of Government 
guidelines on the number of 
disabled spaces they should 
have at each supermarket. 

A Sainsbury’s spokeswoman 
said: “We look very carefully 
at what is needed at that par- 
ticular location.” 

She added that Sainsbury’s 
had won the most recent award 
for helping disabled drivers 
from the Disabled Drivers’ 


Motoring Club. 
The Government should 
tread carefully. Foreign 


Secretary Robin Cook was 
caught using a disabled park- 
ing space last month. 


At B&Q we make 
getting in and out of the 
bath easier. 


The Merlin 
Bathlifter 


The Merlin Bathliffer has been 
designed with the aid of 
healthcare professionals - 

its unique features provide 
comfort and support to assist 
you in and out of the bath. 


¢ Weighs only 13kg and 
folds flat when not in use. 

¢ Powered by a rechargeable 
battery (up to 10 lifts per 
battery charge). 

e Operated by a waterproof 
hand control unit. 

¢ Maximum lifting weight 
140kg (22 stone). 

¢ Integral electronic safety- 
stop device. 


Nottingham Rehab 7 
Su i Seahorse Sani- 4 Bhan SELECTED 
assessments. PP | ee 
chair, which took most votes 
from Naidex visitors, has a 
range of linings to suit S)) SPECIAL ORDER 


growing children. It is easily | 
manoeuvrable and comes in 

a bright turquoise that chil- | 
dren approve of. 


Please contact your local store to order 
(lead times may vary between stores). 


THE UK’S BIGGEST DIY CHAIN 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 


0181 466 4166 
You can do it when you B&Q it! 


24 - 26 Glasshouse Street 
Nottingham NG1 3LW 
Opposite Victoria Centre 
car park entrance 


@0115 
911 0316 


See also page 26. 


Do you have a disability? 


Find out how 


the Disability 
Discriminat 


a ee ee ee ee Oe Oe ee eee ee eee 
The Act protects your rights in employment, and access to goods, facilities and services so it’s in your 


interest to find out more. Call 0345 622 633, textphone 0345 622 644 quoting DIS/NOW, or fill in this 


coupon and send it to DDA Information Line, FREEPOST MID 02164, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 OBR. 
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News 3 


Negative attitudes 
Job applicants with facial dis- 
figurements face more rejec- 
tions than others without dis- 
figurements, psychologists have 
found. The results of the study 
by Southampton University 
published in the current edition 
of the British Journal of 
Psychology show wheelchair 
users tend to face far fewer neg- 
ative attitudes. 


Ignorance exposed 
Over half of the population 
know or have known someone 
who has epilepsy, yet a third of 
them would hold someone 
down who was having a fit or 
put something in their mouth — 
both of which are dangerous. 
That’s according to a new sur- 
vey carried out by the National 
Society for Epilepsy*. 


*Tel: 0171-255 1100. 


Correction 

Simon Minty has asked DN to 
point out that he is not the only 
writer of the new radio show 
Yes Sir I Can Boogie (DN, 
May). It has a team of writers 
to create the show. 
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BUSINESS PRESS 


Over-55s 
will get 
a grant 


Disability Students Allowance 
(DSA) will be available for stu- 
dents of all ages, the 
Government has announced, 
after backtracking on how it 
proposed to amend an over- 
sight in legislation introduced 
earlier this year. 

The Minister for Education 
and Employment Baroness 
Blackstone said there would be 
an amendment to new regula- 
tions, which came into force in 
March. It will let people over 
55 apply for the DSA ready for 
the next academic year. 

“We have decided that dis- 
abled students who have partic- 
ular needs should have access 
to extra assistance at any age,” 
she said. 

There was an outcry when 
people over 55 would have been 
excluded from applying for a 
grant. Sophie Corlett, policy 
director at Skill, the national 
bureau for students with dis- 
abilities, said she was worried 
when the Government said it 
would remedy the situation by 
introducing another grant. 

“Our concern now is that 
there may be students who were 
thinking of going up this 
autumn, who heard about the 
new laws and may have given 
up their plans,” she said. “We 
would encourage them to come 
forward now.” 


@ CHARTWELL ¢, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


Flag day confusion 


Education and Employment 
Secretary David Blunkett has 
denied criticising the Charity 
Commission after remarks he 
made at a charity launch. 

Speaking at the launch of the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association’s new service for 
visually impaired people, Mr 
Blunkett spoke out against 
charity flag days and fund-rais- 
ing methods which played on 
people’s pity. 

He also opposed charities 
competing for funds. 

He said: “It is a challenge to 
the charity commissioners to 
understand that, if you force 
organisations to adopt fund- 
raising methods that appeal to 
the sympathy of the public 
rather than the desire for prac- 


Mr Blunkett: denies criticism 
GILL SHAW 
tical help for independence, you 
actually undermine the very 
purpose of the organisation.” 


Company threshold 


Thresholds on how large firms 
have to be before they must 
abide by the employment sec- 
tions of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) will 
disappear in five years, a 
Government advisory body 
insisted at the launch of its 
report last month. 

The Better Regulation Task 
Force’s report Anti-discrimina- 
tion Legislation* calls for a 
“review” of the current thresh- 
old of 15 employees three years 
from now. 

But at the launch of the report 
task force chairman Lord 


Haskins said the threshold 
could go “within our five year 
defined period”. 

Five years is the time the task 
force thinks businesses should 
be given to prove they can tack- 
le discrimination in the work- 
place, before the Government 
looks at further legislation. The 
task force does not think that 
primary legislation is needed 
now, although “additional non- 
legislative levers for change”, 
such as Government leading by 
example, may be useful. 

The task force, which does 
not include any disabled mem- 


Mr Blunkett later denied that 
he was criticising the Charity 
Commission. He told DN that 
he was only wanting to encour- 
age charities into other forms 
of fundraising. 

But Jill Allen-King, public 
relations officer of the National 
Federation of the Blind, said 
she was not the only one who 
was confused by Mr Blunkett’s 
statement at the launch. 

“Hans Cohn, editor of our 
magazine Viewpoint, and I 
both thought he was criticising 
the commission,” she said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Charity Commission, said: 
“We agree that charity fund- 
raising should reinforce the dig- 
nity and self-respect of the 
users of services.” 


must end 


bers, also dismissed calls for 
the soon-to-be-formed 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) to join up with the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality and the Equal 
Opportunities Commission. It 
believes the DRC needs time to 
“bed down”. But it does say the 
three commissions need a more 
“targeted, strategic approach”. 

The Government must 
respond to the report by the 
middle of next month. 


*For a free summary tel: 0171- 
270 6601. 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept pne/99_~—Ss- Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


Call the 24 hour request line 


NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 


| NETWORK | 
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4 News review 


Shoddy treatment 


A mother has finally lost her 
legal battle to force doctors to 
treat her disabled son. 

Carol Glass took her case to 
the High Court, arguing that 
Portsmouth NHS Trust had 
refused to give her son David 
vital treatment, and had 
administered the painkiller 


diamorphine without asking 
for her consent. 

She had hoped the courts 
would oblige doctors to get 
legal permission before going 
against a parent’s wishes. 

David has hydrocephalus and 
can have difficulty breathing. 
On the occasion in question, 


London Borough of Brent 


Misha (30/11/89) is of Asian/ 
Pakistani descent, and needs 
a family who will be able to 


students, in the following areas: 


© Community Care Law 
® Local Government/Public Law 


Claims 
© Health Law 


© Family 

e Housing 

¢ Employment 

° Property, Wills and Probate 


community. 
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Her medical condition is maintained by medicine. She is a 
wheelchair user, and is totally dependent on adults to meet her 
personal needs. Although we are looking for a two-parent family for 
Misha, we will also consider single parent applicants who will be 
able to offer her love, affection and a great deal of support. There 
will be an adoption allowance for her, and Misha will have indirect 
contact with her birth parents and one of her sisters. 


Please contact Funmi Adetilo at 
Brent Family Placement 0181-937 4539 


David Levene & Co Solicitors 


Ga DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL 
ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people and their families, children and 


¢ Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 
® Disability Discrimination Act Claims 


¢ Personal Injury/Medical Negligence 


Our other areas of expertise include: 


Our experienced team of lawyers include 
David Ruebain and Joanna Owen, who 
are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement, and 
Douglas Silas, a fluent British Sign 
Language user, who works with the Deaf 


We are located in Wood Green in North 
London but also have offices in Camden, 
Stratford and Birmingham. We undertake 
Legal Aid work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: David Levene 
& Co Solicitors, Ashley House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, 
London N22 8HF. Telephone: 0181-881 7777, Fax: 0181-889 6395, 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764, E-mail: info@davidlevene.co.uk 


meet all her needs. She is 
light-skinned, and has brown 
eyes and thick black hair. 
She is tall and slim. Although 
Misha is passive, at times 
she appears alert and smiles. 
She likes to be touched and 
cuddled, and to be with people, 
and likes people to talk to her. 
Misha also enjoys music. She 
needs a loving, warm and 
stimulating environment. 


Misha has global development 
delay, microcephaly and epilepsy. 


Stop Press 


News about the 
provisions of the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) coming into 
force in October 1999 


A new handbook — Notes on 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act as at May 1999 — 
written by David Ruebain 
is essential reading for 
organisations committed to 
promoting good practice 
under the Act. Includes 
sections on the impact and 
interpretation of the Act to 
date and guidance on the 
new regulations. For your 
copy please send a 
cheque/postal order for 
£10, payable to David 
Levene & Co to the 
address below. Contact 
David Ruebain if your 
organisation would like 
training on the DDA. 


doctors said David was dying 
and would not be resuscitated. 
However, David recovered after 
help from his own family. 

Mr Justice Scott Baker said he 
preferred to leave the decision 
about treatment to a doctor’s 
own judgement. Dr Michael 
Wilks, chairman of the British 
Medical Association, admitted 
such decisions were extremely 
difficult but said doctors 
should seek advice when such 
instances arose. 

Disability charity Scope said it 
hoped doctors would not see 
the ruling as a green light to 
ignore families’ wishes. 


Damages to rise? 


The Law Commission recom- 
mends a rise of between 50 and 
100 per cent in damages 
exceeding £3,000 paid to acci- 
dent victims. Smaller awards 
should be boosted by 50 per 
cent, the Commission says. 


Jury justice 


The Government is considering 
moves to allow deaf people to 
do jury service. Researchers are 
to see how the law can be 
changed to allow signers to sit 
in on jury deliberations. At the 
moment, only the 12 jurors are 
allowed to be present. 


Take to the surf 


David Blunkett, the Education 
and Employment Secretary, has 


Minister for Sport Tony Banks (centre) opens the YMCA gym a 
Romford. The gym won an award from the Havering Associatior 
for People with Disabilities because of its accessibility. Mr Bank: 


praised it for using equipment designed for disabled people. 


launched the first library inter- 
net service designed for people 
with a visual impairment. 
Based in Islington, North 
London, the website has mag- 
nified text and sound, as well 
as telephone support. Find the 
Islington site at www.isling- 
ton.gov.uk. 


Court assistance 


A helpline has been set up to 
assist disabled people who face 
a daunting visit to court. 

The phone line (0800-358 
3506) will give information on 
issues such as accessibility, loop 
systems and Braille documents, 
but will not offer legal advice. 


No compensation 
A woman cheated of £230,000 


by a financial adviser is t« 
receive no compensation. Thi 
company the adviser workec 
for has denied responsibility. 
Karen Langley was awarded « 
settlement of £1.7m after hos 
pital treatment left her in < 
wheelchair. The advisor trickec 
her out of the money by getting 


Cheques paid out to his owt 


company, not his employer. 


Tidy sum 

A 12-year-old “genius” wh« 
has speech difficulties and wil 
need full-time care because o: 
hospital mistakes has won < 
settlement of £2.75m. 

Adam Trayfoot’s brilliance a 
maths means that, within sec: 
onds, he can name the day or 
which any given date will fall. 


UNISON Disabled 


Members’ Conference 


23—25 October 1999 
Cedar Court Hotel, Bradford 


(accessible venue and conference) 


All disabled members are invited to 
come along and help form the union’s 
policy on disabled people’s inclusion in: 
Education, transport, benefits, work, 


the environment and the future. 


Registration information (by July 2) from: 
Conference Office, UNISON, 


1 Mabledon Black London, WC1H 9AJ 


0171 388 2366 (voice), 0171 387 4902 (text). 
General Enquiries: Sue Davey, UNISON, 

20 Grand Depot Road, London, SE18 6SF 
0181 854 2244 (voice), 0181 854 6335 (text). 


—S—. 


UNISON | 


the public service aie? union | 


News 5 


Parents 
are more 
helpful 


Parents of disabled children 
rely on other parents rather 
than on professionals, a survey 
has found. 

Of the families surveyed by 
the Care and Action Trust for 
Children with Handicaps 
(CATCH), 79 per cent had got 
help from other parents. Only 
40 per cent had received good 
advice from doctors, while the 
figure for social workers was 42 
per cent. Support groups did 
not do well: 31 per cent of the 
parents had had good advice 
from them. 


Charity puts itself at risk 


A charity which helps people 
with brain injuries to seek com- 
pensation is letting their 
lawyers defer paying for assess- 
ments, amid that 
Government plans to change 
legal aid will put claimants at 
risk. The Disabilities Trust 
admits that it has no insurance 
to back it in this move. 

Legal adviser Fred Holding 
says if lawyers don’t pay for the 
assessments it carries out, the 
charity will have to “take it on 
the chin”. But his organisation 
is concerned about a new 
emphasis on proportioning the 
costs of legal aid cases in the 
Access to Justice Bill, now 
before parliament. It fears 


fears 


lawyers may attempt to make 
savings by not having claimants 
thoroughly assessed. 

The bill, which returns for 
debate by Parliament on 6 June, 
would end legal aid for person- 
al injury claimants. They 
would have a conditional “no 
win, no fee” contract with 
lawyers and would have to have 
insurance to cover the cost of 
the defendant’s fees if they lose. 

Claims by the Law Society 
that this would put disabled 
people at risk because insurers 
would only accept cases that 
were sure to win, have been dis- 
missed by the Lord Chancellor. 

In a letter to The Guardian 
Lord Irvine said public funding 


will be “available in cases 
which involve high overall costs 
or high investigation costs 
which are of special importance 
in the public interest”. A 
spokesperson said the Lord 
Chancellor’s Office has just 
finished consulting on how this 
will be defined. 
However, a spokesperson for 
the Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers attacked what it 
called “consistent vagueness”. 
Mark Harvey, a partner at 
Smith Llewellyn, won a claim 
two years ago for Stuart 
Watson, who had an accident 
at work. Mr Harvey said such 
cases would be threatened if the 
Bill went through, because 


Lord Irvine: funds available 


some might not be able to 
afford the insurance, which 
could be as much as £160. 


Se sue oe ek : 

As seen on TV: comedienne Victoria Wood opens the newly refur- 
bished Hayward Adventure Playground for disabled children in 
Islington. The Hayward is one of six such playgrounds run in 
London by the Hurtwood Adventure Playground Association. So 
far £250,000 has been spent on refurbishing it. But a further 
£70,000 is needed to complete the rebuilding and ensure the site’s 
future. If you would like to contribute, send your donations to 
HAPA, Pryor’s Bank, Bishop’s Park, London SW6 3LA. 


3. Tri-wheel walker 

e Folding walker/rollator 

e Adjustable height 31” 
to 37” (79cm - 94cm) 

¢ Ideal for easy 
transportation 

e Easily operated brakes — (S/P) 

£85 including leather 

bag and basket 


1. Lightweight 
wheelchair 


2. Cruiser walking 
aid/shopper 

¢ Cushion e Sturdy and reliable 

¢ Quick release wheels — * Large comfortable 
(S/P) seat with backrest, 

* Folding back shopping basket 

¢ Flip back armrests ¢ Folds away for easy 

* Swing away footrests storage 

¢ Various colours ¢ Weighs only 4kg 

£369 Self-propellor e Available in blue & red 

£359 Transit £110 


4. Steel wheelchair 

e Removable desk arm 

e Folding back 

e Adjustable footplates 
with heal straps 

¢ Quick release wheels 


£209 Self-propellor 
£199 Transit 


Scots suffer 
loss of public 
enquiry line 


Disabled Scots have lost a 
helpline with nothing to 
replace it, a charity boss claims. 
Disability Scotland used to 
offer a national information 
service funded by the Scottish 
Office (SO). When the SO 
asked for bids for a new service 
it did not ask for a public 
enquiry service for individuals. 
Disability Scotland lost out to 
a group of local charities called 
Update. Bob Benson, director 
of Disability Scotland, said: 
“The lack of a public enquiry 
line is a real gap in services.” 
The Scottish Accessible 
Information Forum (SAIF) 
advised on the choice of bid. 
SAIF worker Steve Harvey said: 
“Most people get information 
from local providers. SAIF 
wants local 
improved and Update will have 
an impact on this.” 
An individual enquiry service 
may still be considered, he said. 


information 


5. Folding adjustable 
walking stick 

e Very strong made 
from lightweight black 
or bronze anodised 
aluminium with strap 

¢ Adjusts in height 
SUES Sf 

£9.99 
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Free postage and packaging. For further information or to place an order please call PD] SCOUNT 


freephone 0800 917 8153. Delivery will be made within 28 days. If you are not fully 
satisfied with your product return it to us within 7 days and we will give you a full refund 


MOBILITY 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
6, The Hillock, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7GW. Tel: 01942 888844. 


“Find out 
why 

tannah 

is the 

world’s 
most 

chosen 

- stairlift.’ 


FREEPHONE 


0800 715 124 


Ext 7543 


e Free survey @ Fast, clean installation 
e Straight or curved stairs @ Full guarantee 
e 24-hour call out service, 365 days a year 
© New models - even smoother, quieter ride 


Name 


Address 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 7543, 


R. ; at 
-REEE eT 54346, Andover 1 are SEI) 20 ee ee ee es = The world's most chosen stairlift 
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6 News 


Charity plan may flop 


A guide dog charity’s proposals 
for expansion could be a “dis- 
aster” without planning, a 
charity boss has warned. 

Ian Bruce, director general of 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB), said the pro- 
posals by Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association (GDBA) 
could flop if firm contracts 
with local authority partners 
are not established. 

The plans are part of the 
reorganisation of GDBA’s ser- 
vices which was launched in 
May, As part of the change, 


GDBA will start offering free 
local mobility training, provid- 
ed that local authorities guar- 
antee other services for visually 
impaired people. 

Pilot schemes will start later 
this year. The charity said 
220,000 people in the UK could 
benefit from mobility training. 

Mr Bruce welcomed the plans 
but said he hoped GDBA 
would not do anything without 
proper contracts. He feared 
local authorities could go back 
on their word to save money. 

“If this effort just substitutes 


what has gone on before then I 
have to say it will be a disaster,” 
he said. “If it levers more 
money out it will be brilliant.” 

GDBA said it wants to get 
written agreements for the local 
authority partnerships. 

It has had to reorganise its 
activities in part because falling 
income had forced it to start 
spending reserves. 

Geraldine Peacock, GDBA 
chief executive, said: “We want- 
ed to look at ways of balancing 
our books and providing good 
services at the same time.” 


Help improve Sport body joins 
child abuse fight 


placements 


If you can’t find employers who 
will equip you for work experi- 
ence, disability charity RADAR 
wants to hear. It is about to 
launch a campaign to reform 
funding in this area and wants 
to hear if you are willing to act 
as a case study. 

RADAR employment officer 
Nick Goss said it was also 
interested in hearing from any 
sympathetic employers. 


Nick Goss, tel: 0171-250 3222. 


More Capacity 


A scheme to protect disabled 
children in sport and recreation 
from abuse has been launched 
by the charity Disability Sport 
England (DSE). 

It has produced a guide which 
apples the four categories of 
abuse in the Children’s Act 
1989 — physical, emotional and 
sexual abuse, and neglect — to 
sports situations. It also pre- 
sents policy, procedures and 
advice on good practice for 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 
Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value for Money 


Fully adapted from 
£17,995 


sports coaches, carers, staff, 
and any volunteeers involved 
in sport and recreation. 
Recommendations cover 
recruitment and selection, 
training and “What to do if...” 
Twenty UK-wide workshops 
will help to promote the 
guide. The BBC Children in 
Need Appeal has given 
£35,000 to the project. 


DSE, tel: 0171-490 4919. 


gives you 


MORE 


A girl’s best friend: Guide dog Esmé was runner-up in this year’s 
Wag awards for animals, sponsored by PetPlan insurance. Esmé¢ 
was nominated by her owner, wheelchair user Sarah Gearing 
(right), who, with Esmé’s help, has been able to leave home by her- 
self for the first time in five years. Esmé warns Sarah when she is 
about to have a blackout, so she feels safe to go out. Esmé was 
trained by Canine Partners for Independence, tel: (01705) 450156. 
MICHAEL MELIA 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


it 
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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


More info 
is needed 


Young disabled people get poor 
support when trying to find 
housing. Many face barriers in 
jobs and education, and have 
problems with relationships. 
These are among the findings 
of a report Move on Up* writ- 
ten for the charity Barnardos 
by Jenny Morris. The report 
gives advice about how service 
providers should meet the 
needs of young disabled people. 
Barnardos has also published 
a leaflet for young disabled peo- 
ple called Getting Your 
Rights*, which gives informa- 
tion about the help available. 
Ms Morris said: “We hope the 
guidelines will be useful to 
providers and young people.” 


*£12 for the report and pack of 
leaflets, tel: (01268) 520224. 


Fury over a faked 


A charity has come under fire 
over an awareness-raising film 
which features a young actor 
pretending to have arthritis. 

The advertisement-length film 
aims to encourage people to 
enter a video competition run 
by Arthritis Care. The charity 
hopes to get the competition 
advert into cinemas. 

Competitors are asked to 
reflect arthritis in a realistic 
way, to shatter the myth that it 
is a “grannies” disease”. 

The film has non-disabled 
actor Keith McLean being 
chased around a supermarket 
by older women. He is rescued 
by non-disabled actress Kate 
Steavenson-Payne, and as they 
jump aboard a bus his gnarled 
hands come into view — but 
they are not his. 

Richard Rieser, who works for 
the 1 in 8 organisation which 


campaigns for disabled people 
to be represented in all areas of 
mainstream media, said: “It is 
very sad. There are certainly 
lots of young people with 
arthritis who might have 
jumped at the chance to appear 
in the film. This is setting 
things back, not moving things 
forward at all.” 

But Richard Gutch, Arthritis 
Care chief executive, said: “The 
timescale for the film was very 
tight and we did not know any 
male models or actors with 
arthritis. We do want to change 
attitudes so that men and 
women with arthritis can work 
as models.” 


Entry forms for the competi- 
tion are available in Boots 
stores or from Arthritis Care. 
For more information, tel: 


0171-916 1500. 


Hospital treated applicant poorly 


A man has won £3,000 and a 
computer after an employment 
tribunal found that a hospital 
had discriminated against him 
over a job application. 

Alan Woodhouse, who has 
cerebral palsy and dyslexia, 
applied to be an occupational 
therapy assistant at Leeds 
General Infirmary, but did not 
get an interview. : 


The hospital claimed that 


more experienced candidates 
were available. 

A tribunal 
February that the hospital had 


decided in 


not interviewed him because of 
his disability, breaching the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
It also found that the hospital 
could have masked the effects 
of Mr Woodhouse’s disability 
by allowing his application 


form to. be re-typed. 


It said the hospital should 
help people who would strug- 
gle with an application form to 


- go through it and decide what 


their relevant qualifications 


- might be. 


It also felt Mr Woodhouse’s 
experience as a disabled person 


might have been an asset in the 
job, which involves helping 
people to rehabilitate. 

Mr Woodhouse agreed on the 
out-of-court compensation in 
April. He said: “It was unfair. 
Surely a disabled person would 
have been a great asset working 
as an occupational therapy 
assistant.” 

Leeds General Infirmary was 
unable to comment as DN 
went to press.” 


The supermarket scene — was this the best view of arthritis? 
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ARTHRITIS CARE 


Rare respite for some 


Disability groups have accused 
councils of not providing 
enough respite care. 

Audit Commission figures 
ranked Tower Hamlets bottom 
with 11 nights per 1,000 adults. 
The average number of nights 
for England is 84. 

Stockton-on-Tees gave only 37 
nights, which Linda Roberts, 
chair of Stockton Borough 
Learning Disability Interest 
Group, said was an “absolute 


condemnation” of the council. 

Brenda Ellis, head of policy at 
Greater London Action on 
Disability, said: “Respite care is 
something they should be 
putting more money into.” 

The figures were listed in the 
report Local Authority 
Performance Indicators 1997- 
1998: Services for People with 
Special Needs in England*. 


*£20, tel: 0800 502030. 
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8 News 


On the buses: Jocelyn Dutch tests out the room on Route 43 


A new breed of double-decker 
bus has come into service in 
London as part of long-awaited 
plans for all the capital’s buses 
to be made accessible. In all, 30 
new buses will be used on one 


route in London. The kneeling 
buses will be accessible to 85 
per cent of wheelchair users. 
Bus stops will have improved 
curbs to make boarding easier 
and there will be parking bans 


of joy 


around stops to allow buses to 
get to the curb. 

Transport Minister Glenda 
Jackson said: “These buses will 
make travel easier, especially 
for those with mobility needs.” 

By the end of the year, 1,600 
buses or a third of London’s 
entire fleet will be of the special 
kneeling variety. 

Wheelchair user Jocelyn 
Dutch said: “Before, I had to 
use taxis or Dial-a-Ride. This is 
an improvement because you 
can use it whenever you want, 
without having to plan.” 

Nicholas Russell, transport 
policy officer fat Greater 
London Action on Disability, 
said: “We are starting to see a 
usable network for wheelchair 
users and people with mobility 
impairments, but there is still a 
need for improvement.” 

Andrew Braddock, head of 
London Transport’s Unit for 
Disabled Passengers, said: “We 
hope all buses in London will 
be accessible within ten years.” 


Long boat to freedom: wheelchair users Adrian Lee and Caroline 
Graham-Ellis test out the Red Feather, Leonard Cheshire’s new 
long canal boat which has been specially adapted to take up to two 
wheelchairs. Also on board are Leicester’s Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress John and Diane Mugglestone. It is available for hire and 
is moored at the Waterside Centre in the city’s Abbey Meadows. 


For details, tel: (01509) 890855. 


New carer info pack has youth appeal 


An information pack designed 
to give young carers advice in 
an appealing format has been 
launched by the Carers 
National Association (CNA). 
Launching the Power Pack’, 
CNA chief executive Diana 
Whitworth said a quarter of 
the young people her organisa- 
tion supports in its Young 
Carers Project said the project 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


ALL VEHICLE PRICES ARE FULLY CONVERTED AND ON THE ROAD. 


AVAILABLE 
ON MOBILITY 


£14,450 “£17,600 


was now the only outside help 
they got. “Only one in ten of 
them has been assessed by 
social services,” she added. 

This is despite the publication 
of the Government’s National 
Strategy for Carers in February 
(DN, March). “This has put 
young carers on the agenda,” 
Diana Whitworth said, “but 
our priority now is to ensure 
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that recommendations are real- 
ly implemented.” 

Fiona Cronin, a young carers’ 
worker from London, said the 
pack “shows you can explain 
upsetting concepts in a way 
children will understand”. As a 
teenager she had to care for her 
mother who was dying from 
breast cancer. She said she had 
felt isolated because she was 


PERSONAL TRANSFER LIFT FOR HOME & CAR 


COMPA NIONESEATE 


BRAUN 


never given information. “My 
mother had a mastectomy and 
left the hospital without having 
seen her scar. I had to tell her 
what it was like,” she said. 


*Free copies are available from 
Carers National Association, 
Young Carers Power Pack, 20- 
25 Glasshouse Yard, London 
ECIA 4JT. Tel: 0171-490 8818. 
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Families go surfing 

A new website directory with 
details of medical conditions 
and disability support groups 
has been launched by the 
charity Contact a Family (CaF). 
The directory is already 
produced in paper form. 


www.cafamily.org.uk 


Homicide hype 

Only two per cent of all the 
homicides in the UK each year 
are carried out by people whose 
main diagnosis is schizophre- 
nia, a Government report has 
admitted. 

The report Safer Services* 
found that in a quarter of sui- 
cides and about eight per cent 
of homicides the person has 
some contact with mental 
health services in the previous 
year. It recommends that indi- 
vidual local inquiries into 
homicides by people with 
schizophrenia should end. But 
it also advocates compulsory 
treatment in the community. 


*Free from PO Box 1515, 
London SW1X 8PL. 


Telling it right 

The Government has given 
£50,000 to a campaign which 
allows parents and disabled 
people to train doctors on how 


to tell parents properly that’ 
their child is disabled. 


The Scope-led campaign 


Right From The Start will use 
the three-year funding to train 
the parents and develop a 
resource pack. 
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Sport 9 


Jacko wins for |G gnsoled-ham 
the fourth time 


Simon Jackson took the Blind 
Judo European Championships 
by storm in April. As predicted, 

the British ace, who competes 

in the under 81kg class, took 
gold in his fourth consecutive 

European win. 

Jackson, who ts 26, entered 
the competition in Mittersill, 

Austria, unbeaten in 128 


matches. He is now setting his 
sights on a fourth gold at the 
Paralympic games in Sydney 
next year. Ian Rose, 27, of High 


England captain Alex Stewart 
meets some of the cricketers 
JAMES FINLAY 


. Over 50 New 
; and Used vehicles in 


Wycombe, also took a gold in 
the under 90kg class. 

Rose, a previous world and 
European champion, is delight- 
ed at his return to form. 

He beat Frenchman David 
Guillaume in the final with the 
winning 10-point Ippon throw. 

“T went out there with one 
thing on my mind and that was 
to win gold,” he said. “Nothing 
was going to stand in my way. 
It is an amazing feeling to be on 
top of Europe again.” 


Howzat! Kids from Wilson 
Stuart school took the honours 
at a table cricket competition at 
Lord’s Cricket Ground in May. 

Wilson Stuart faced tough 
competition from seven other 
special schools who had each 
won their regional heats. 

The competition, which 
involved 35 teams altogether, 
was arranged to give disabled 
children a taste of cricket in the 
run-up to the World Cup. The 
sport is included in a Youth 
Sports Trust programme to 
provide all special schools with 
proper equipment and training. 


Super luxury MPV’s 

§ seated + wheelchair 
Air conditioning 
Power steering 


Electric windows. 
tral locking 


Brand new 


from only a | 


stock 


Bee 
Oldham’s Gary Peel takes a shot 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Throwing themselves into it: 


Oldham Owls came top in the 
wheelchair basketball Premier 
League in May, beating 
Kuschall Steelers in the final 
game with a 64-57 score. 
Coach John Stainton said: 
“Tm really pleased to get it.” 
The Owls lost the final of the 
European Champions Cup in 
their home town a week earlier. 
They beat France’s CS Meaux 
in the first round to come top 
of their table. But in the final, 
the Frenchmen went ahead 11-0 
in the first five minutes — the 
final score was 49-37. Kuschall 
Steelers came fourth, beaten by 
Spain’s CD Fundosa Grupo. 


Driver keeps 


his hopes up 


DN-sponsored rally driver Paul 
Hannam is still out of action, 
due to the damage done to his 
car in an earlier race. 

But Hannam says he is deter- 
mined to continue the season, 
once the car is repaired, in a 
higher class of the Welsh 
Tarmacadam Championships. 

He hopes for a better ranking 
at the end of the rally season. 


New MPV ‘Liberty’ Ra 


As many as 180 disabled people 
had a go at four different types 
of martial arts when they 
participated in this year’s South 
of England Martial Arts 
Festival for Disabled People 
(right). If you think you’ve 
got it in you and feel like hav- 
ing a stab at all sorts of martial 
arts yourself next year, you can 
get further information by call- 
ing the South of England 
Martial Arts Festival office, tel: 
(01634) 201469. 
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our extensive range of 


stylish wheelchair accessible 
mobility vehicles available 


right now. 


Superb quality and remarkable 


value for money is guarante 


On the road fully adapted 


Brand new 
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iberty 


Ultra modern town car 
Compact & spacious 
Lowered rear floor 
Extra easy access 
Amazingly economical 


Loads of options, inc. 
Power steering 
Electric windows 

4 seater upgrade 


Automatic gear box 
Air-conditioning. 


On the road fully adapted 


Just 2 miles of iusenee © arte MG oF just) miles off junction 7 of the M5 motorway 
~ Terms and conditions apply. Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and presume that the vehicle is registered for Disabled useage. 
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10 News focus 


Meeting force with force 


Mental health campaigners and service users are opposed to compulsory treatment, finds Rod Hermeston 


A report in April into the 1997 
killing of policewoman Nina 
MacKay by a paranoid schizo- 
phrenic man drew attention 
once again to violent attacks by 


i &. 
, MENTAL HE 


SURVIV 


people with mental health 
problems. 

The report highlighted fail- 
ures in passing on information 
and problems with the man’s 
resistance to taking drugs. 

Such tragedies have sent the 
Government on a crusade to 
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sort out mental health laws, 
stressing that it will not allow 
those posing a risk to others to 
reject treatment. The Scoping 
Study Committee (SSC), set up 


Lays 


Demonstraters converge on SANE’s HQ. The charity insists it does not back compulsion. 


to review the 1983 Mental 
Health Act, made draft recom- 
mendations in April (DN 
May), including compulsory 
treatment in the community. 
The Government starts its con- 
sultation later in the year, but 
both users and campaigners are 


worried that recommendations 
will go too far. 

Melba Wilson, policy director 
at Mind, said: “We have not 
given up our argument against 


MEL HERDON 


compulsion, but if there is to be 
compulsion we would like it as 
a last resort and reviewed inde- 
pendently.” 

Service users fear they will 
suffer if they seek help. Pete 
Shaugnessy of Reclaim Bedlam 
has had compulsory drugs 


GREATER 
MANCHESTER 


coalition 


MANCHESTER 


CITY COUNCIL 


treatment but prefers other 
help such as psychotherapy. 
“Often when you are under 
compulsion you have not got 
that choice,” he says. 
“Compulsion will drive peo- 
ple away rather than encourag- 
ing them to use the mental 


Janey Antoniou 


it will not be very helpful.” 


health system,” he adds. “I am 
against anything to do with 
coercion for people who have 
not proved to be violent.” 

Mr Shaugnessy helped coordi- 
nate a march on mental health 
charity SANE earlier this year 
over fears that it was actually 
backing compulsion. 

But Marjorie Wallace, 
SANE’s chief executive, told 
DN that SANE does not back 
compulsion without earlier 
consent. She said: “We do not 
believe in compulsion except in 
cases where a person poses a 
serious risk to others and most 
often themselves. SANE has 
always been and remains 
opposed to compulsory treat- 
ment outside a hospital or an 
equivalent clinical setting.” 

SANE, like most groups, 
wants adequate early treatment 
to prevent crises. 

Paul Farmer, director of pub- 
lic affairs at the National 
Schizophrenia Fellowship, said: 
“We want to see a right to care 
at a far earlier stage. Things 
should not have to get so bad 
that the only way you are going 
to get better is through a better 
system of compulsion.” 

The SSC has called for a right 
to care during compulsion and 
also for follow-up care. So cam- 
paigners might have their work 
cut out to get a right to early 
treatment. 

The SSC has also fallen short 
of recommending a right to 


Janey Antoniou was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia in 1986. She has in the past 
been hospitalised because she might have 
been a danger to herself and others. 

She says: “I have no real problem when I 
am ill having responsibility taken away 
from me in hospital. But if they consider 
me responsible enough to be in the com- 
munity then I would object to them 
telling me what to do. It would definitely 
be an infringement of my civil liberties.” | ipa SS 

She says people would often choose homelessness rather than 
face compulsion, and there is even some talk among service 
users of trying to set up safe houses. ae 

Ethna Kilduff was forced to have treatment | # 
in 1992. She is a drop-in coordinator for — 
Mind and is dead against compulsion. 

She says: “They put me on tablets and 
injections which have very unpleasant side 
effects. If the response to people being — 
honest about their distress is to punish them, 


It was only when she moved areas that she 
came off the drugs altogether, she says. 


advocates familiar with the sys- 
tem. It suggests advocates 
should be available, something 
campaigners have called for, 
but there should only be a right 
to an authorised representative 
who might be a relative or 
friend. Campaigners want 


more. Melba Wilson said: “Of 
our constituents, 95 per cent 
want a right to advocates to 
help understand information 
and explain rights and the 
options open to them.” 

Not all of the SSC’s draft rec- 
ommendations have met with 
disapproval, however. Proposals 
for greater restrictions on the 
use of electro convulsive thera- 
py, and the right to a proper 
assessment for those with a 
developing or deteriorating 
condition, have actually been 
welcomed. 

A call for advanced directives 
by people with a mental illness 
about what sort of treatment 
they themselves would want if 
they deteriorated has also been 
welcomed. These “living wills” 
would have legal force. 

The battle is not over. The 
SSC still wants to hear people’s 
views, but more compulsion 
does look likely. As professor 
Genevra Richardson, chair of 
the committee, said: “We are 
not saying whether we think it 
is a good or bad thing. 
Government policy is simply 
that compulsion is required.” 

Change is certainly afoot and 
campaigners are wary. They see - 
opportunities but also great 
dangers. Public perception of 
mentally ill people makes them 
an easy target for draconian 
measures. And draconian | 
measures are what campaigners | 
are keen to avoid. 
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As I talk to Zoe Koplowitz our 
conversation is punctuated by 
her yawns, but I am assured 
that it is not my company. 

She has, after all, recently 
woken up after finishing the 


They blamed me for it.” 

And she herself found the 
onset of disability traumatic. “I 
was 25 years old and I felt like 
it was a curse from God,” she 
says. “I thought because I was 
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And the last 
snall be first 


Zoe Koplowitz came last in the Flora 
London Marathon. Rod Hermeston finds 
out why she regards herself as a winner 


Support from the public helps 
and she was delighted with the 


response of the London crowds. 


Of course she courts attention 
because she is a woman with a 
message and she is now also a 
motivational speaker. She gives 
talks to staff at corporations 
and also to children at inner- 
city schools. “The marathon is 
not just a race. It is also a 


Go girl: Zoe Koplowitz on her marathon. She completed the race in 30 hours and ten minutes. 


Flora London Marathon in 30 
hours and ten minutes. 

Zoe, who has multiple 
sclerosis (ms), invites me to feel 


“The marathon is a 
metaphor for that thing 
in your life that you think 
you cannot do.” 


her huge biceps. They are a 
testament to all the training the 
50-year-old New Yorker puts 
herself through. She has done 
11 New York Marathons and 
one Boston Marathon, all on 
crutches. 

Of course she always comes 
last over the 26-mile route. In 
the Boston race she broke the 
world record for the slowest 
time by taking 31 hours. She 
helps to raise money for charity 
by doing the events but took 
part in the London Marathon 
to promote MS week for the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

So how did it all start? 

Zoe found out that she had 
ms 2S years ago while living 
with a Christian group. 

“The group responded very 
poorly,” she says. “They were 
afraid that I would become a 
liability to the community. 


young nothing this horrible 
could happen to me.” 

She began to climb out of the 
mire when she saw someone die 
of a heart attack. It made her 
realise that she had to stop 
feeling sorry for herself. And it 
was another close encounter 
with death 12 years ago which 
prompted her to do marathons. 

She nearly choked to death 
and realised that she needed to 
do something significant. 

“T decided I wanted 
everything back that I had 
surrendered to ms over the 
years,” she says. “I decided to 
do a marathon. It had to be 
something that would take 
everything that I had and still 
demand something more.” 

The marathons are a team 
effort and she is accompanied 
during the races. There are 
stops on the way whenever she 
feels her leg is going to give 
way, and to check her blood 
sugar as she recently became 
diabetic. 

It is exhausting, she admits. 
“You just keep putting one foot 
in front of the other till you get 
there. I finish predominantly on 
upper body strength and have 
slowed down to about one mile 
per hour by the end. Straight 
after the race my legs go.” 


metaphor for that thing in your 
life that you think you cannot 
do,” she says. 

Disability awareness-raising is 
just part of her youth work. 

“T never stand behind the 
podium, because I want the 
kids to see the crutches. I 
encourage them to ask 
questions about what it is like 
to live with ms and explain 
what ms is and what it is like to 
be different in an able-bodied 
world. All those things exist 
because they are part of my 
story. But I realised that there 
were larger issues than my 
disability.” 

“Some of these kids believe 
that their lives are over by the 
age of 15 and there is nothing 
to hope for,” she says. “My 
mission is to give them a 
broader idea of what it means 
to win. Winning is not always 
or necessarily about coming in 
first place.” 

One thing is certain. She will 
keep on running those 
marathons, and in doing that 
she will influence others. It has 
been a long journey for the 
woman who thought she was 
cursed but redefined what it 
means to win. 


MS Society, tel: 0171-610 7171. 


Adjustable to 
the needs and 
age of the child, 
Max provides 
comfort with 
maximum 
positioning 
and support. 
Multi-functional, 
including tilt-in- 
space & recline, 
e yet compact 
~“® and easily 
transported. 


A pram based chassis and large 
pneumatic wheels give this all round 

pushchair superb comfort and stability. 
Designed for use both in the town and 
over bumpy countryside. 


CLASS le 


Alvema, leading suppliers of specialist 
aids for handicapped children, have 
developed a range of pushchairs to 
make everyday life easier for 
everyone. Whatever your needs, and 
those of the child, whether 
out walking, shopping ina 
busy high street, or for use 
», at home or school, Alvema 
have a product suitable for 
) almost every occasion. 


A sturdy chassis, independent 
spring suspension and all terrain 


wheels allow the older child to be transported even over 
very rough ground. 


Light, bright and compact. Ideal for the quick trip. Simple to 
use and easy to fold away. 


For full details of Alvema pushchairs and their 
optional accessories, together with prices 


CALL FREEPHONE 0500 618008 ~ rs 
or send the completed coupon to Zo we o 
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12 Comment 


‘He’s aS good a chance as any 


) 


Kim Tserkezie, mother of four-year-old Jay, backs the rights of disabled people to have their own children 


people, I am sure, would prefer 

our relationship not to exist. 
Like other disabled people, 

my decision to have a child has 


My son Jay is four years old. A 
happy, confident child, I think, 
with as good a chance as any of 
thriving in the world. Yet many 


been judged by a society which 
still views disabled people as 
tragic medical conditions. 

We are not capable of having 
sexual relationships or coping 
with the natural risks of 
pregnancy, unable to care for 
another human being because 
we can’t even look after 
ourselves, and, of course, 
selfish to chance passing on our 
impairments to our children. 

Prejudice manifests itself in 
many ways, from the explicit 
enforced sterilisation of 
disabled women to denying us 
services such as maternity 
provision and transport. 

When people heard of my 
pregnancy, questions about 
how I would “cope” 
substituted congratulations. 
One care manager said: “That’s 
one child who’s going to have a 
bad start in life.” 


Health professionals seemed 
less interested in the usual 
processes of a pregnancy I 
would experience and more 
concerned about what the 
chances were of my baby 
having my impairment. 

A maternity nurse tried to 
reassure me that she 
understood my experiences. 
With the words “It’s OK, I’ve 
worked with people like you 
before”, she didn’t succeed! 

I have been reassured little by 
the improvement in access to 
maternity and parenting 
provision we have seen over 
recent years. While it should be 
acknowledged as a step in the 
right direction, I believe issues 


surrounding disabled people’s — 


right to have children are part 

of a much wider problem. 
Some argue we have a 

eugenics movement creeping 


into the back door of our 


society that threatens our rights | 
and identity as disabled people. | 


I certainly think such a 
movement is becoming 
prevalent. 

There’s a reminder on my 
doorstep. I share my home city 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne with 
the new International Centre 
for Life, an institution devoted 
to genetic research which is 
spending millions to try to find 
medical cures. 

As long as we continue to be 
excluded from debates about 
genetic engineering, abortion 
and euthanasia, how will our 
right to parenthood ever be 
taken seriously? 


Kim Tserkezie is a broadcast 
presenter and researcher, 
currently working on BBC2’s 
From the Edge. 


‘Would | be on Dobbo's libido list? 


Roy Lilley, temporarily on crutches, wonders if he would have got Viagra if his injury had been a pelvic one 


on crutches. Now, this is not 
going to be another smarty- 
pants article by an able-bodied 


Through an unwelcome twist 
of fate, I have found myself 
temporarily hobbling around 


person pretending to be dis- 
abled, moaning about being 
unable to park outside 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


EBefe. 


Kangoo Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 
58” internal headroom from only £13,258. 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Expert, Ford Courier and Nissan Cargo 


wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and passengers includes: hand co 
| ntrols, 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steering spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts, 


wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, information and advice. 


For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on this or 


any of our other vehicles contact: 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 
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Sainsbury’s or finding the dis- 
abled loo locked. 

Actually most people have 
been very accommodating. I 
have nothing to teach anyone 
about not being able to walk 
and I thank God it won’t last 
forever. I’m lucky —I can do 
pretty well everything, 
including having an early night 
and getting it on with Mrs 
Lilley. Apart from one excitable 
moment when I nearly broke 
her kneecap with my plaster- 
cast, we’ve managed quite 
nicely, thank you. 

My point is that you never can 
tell when something 
catastrophic is going to happen 
in your life when loving 
relationships will become vital. 
Therefore I do not want Health 
Secretary Frank Dobson telling 
me whether or not tonight’s the 
night. If my accident had left 
me with an erectile 
dysfunction, I would have had 
to wait and see if I was on 
Dobbo’s libido list for Viagra 
(or, for that matter, other 
treatments). 

Folk with vascular disease, 
hypertension or chronic renal 
failure, those who have chosen 
radiation therapy instead of 
surgery for a pelvic condition 
or indeed those who have a 
pelvic injury will all have to 
persuade Dobbo that they are 
entitled to a good night in. 

There are two points about 
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language that has changed the 
NHS from being “free at the 
point of service” to “free at the 
point of need”. When did that 
happen? The second is who 
decides what “need” is? 

Who most “needs” NHS 
resources? The bloke who lives 
his life as a couch potato, 


drinking six-packs, and pitches | 


up at the doors of the NHS 
with high blood pressure, 
cholesterol problems and a 
cough like the milkman’s 
horse? Or, the bloke out 
jogging, who gets run over, 
crushes his pelvis and could 
probably do with a bit of TLC 
from his wife? 

It looks to me like Dobbo’s 
screwed this up. 


Roy Lilley is a former NHS 
trust chairman and is now a 
visiting fellow at the manage- 
ment school of Imperial 
College, London. 


this. One is the subtle switch in | 


Sports focus 13 


| The profile of disability sport is 
rising. Athletes such as Tanni 
| Grey are gaining celebrity sta- 
tus, with photos of her wed- 
| ding featuring in May’s Hello 
magazine, for example. 

But it is still debatable 


_ disabled athletes are regarded 
as highly as those of non-dis- 
abled people. Financial sup- 
| port, for example, is minimal 
» (see box). 

Gordon Neale, chief executive 
| of Disability Sport England 
| (DSE), says standards must 


Nottingham on 0115 915 1038 


\ Scott Vasey, from Gateshead Kestrels, at the Mini Games 


: whether the achievements of 


improve before sponsors will be 
interested. “If sponsors were to 
take a chance on successful dis- 
abled athletes, the area would 
be harder to ignore,” he says. 
The opportunities are there 
for would-be participants. 
Wheelchair athlete David 


Disability sport seems to be lost on those who keep the world | 

_| record books. DN received a list of world record holders in dis- | 
ability sport from DSE, but the information was two years old. | 
Funding is disproportionate too. Sport England has won £10 | 
million for the next five years, while the English Federation | 
for Disability Sport has received £1 million for 2000-1, with | 

| Disability Sport England receiving a paltry £50,000 of this. 


Holding has now taken part in 
the London Marathon on ten 
occasions. “I started wheelchair 
racing at 14 and competing has 
given me something positive to 
do in life,” he says. 

He takes sporting activities 
very seriously. “As a competitive 


Isaiah is a beautiful 3 year old, Afro-Caribbean, boy. He is much 
loved by his foster carers who find his slow but definite 
progress rewarding and will be offering respite care. 


Isaiah is a special child, who needs extra attention as he has 
severe developmental delay and disabilities caused by Cerebral 
Palsy. He attends mainstream nursery and loves being with 
other children, storytime and music. His carers believe he is 
beginning to communicate with eye movements and sounds. 


For more information contact Mikenda Plant, Social Worker, in 
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|The low profile of disability sport may be due to non-competitive 
)events. Dan Batten finds that most sportspeople like to compete 


athlete I try as hard as possible 
to be the best I can,” he says. 

Michael O’Keefe, 29, from 
Coventry also shows a fiercely 
competitive spirit. Michael, 
who has cerebral palsy, has 
played pool since his teens and 
has won competitions playing 
against non-disabled people. 
“The reason people object to 
me playing is because generally 
I beat them!” he quips. 

One reason disability sport 
may have such a low profile is 
the trend for having so-called 
“non-competitive” events. 

The UK Special Olympics for 
people with learning disabili- 
ties awards medals, but the 
emphasis is on taking part. 
Chief executive Paul Anderson 
says: “We seek to uphold the 
spirit of sportsmanship and 
love of participation for their 
own sakes.” 

Special Olympics events are 
banded according to ability, 
with no incentives to compete 
at higher levels. 

DSE’s Gordon Neale doesn’t 
see why disabled people should 
not participate competitively. 
“Sport is part of our culture, 
and adds quality and choices to 
life,” he says. 

That message seems to be 


Rare celebrity: sports star Kelly Holmes urges on Ryan We 


striking home in schools. Last 
month, DSE’s annual Stoke 
Mandeville Mini Games 
attracted 190 entrants. Hilary 
Came, head teacher of Richard 
Cloudesley School in London, 
likes the competition. “It is out- 
rageous to say that disability 
sport has no worth,” she said. 
“One look at a school games 
lesson here shows how much 
students gain from competing.” 
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David Holding is convinced 
the aspect of competition is 
essential. “High standards 
should be set in any event, and 
games should be competitive,” 
he insists. 

He dislikes the emphasis on 
non-competition:“If you don’t 
want to compete, you can of 
course always go to your local 
sports centre and pursue the 
sport there.” 
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Get close to nature with 
this all terrain wheelchair. 
Access the beach, over 
shingle, nature trails, mud 
& snow. A rugged stainless 
steel frame gives you the 
choice, beach, BBQ, picnic 
or restaurant with change 
to street wheels. Reduces 
damage to lawned areas, 
gravel pathways. 


KEEPING THE DREAMS ALIVE 


Transfer Care Chair 


The new Transfer Care Chair 
- a totally new lifting 
concept. Easy to operate, 
its unique lifting system 
deals with different heights 
in beds or _ bathrooms, 
and transfers into a car. 
Very small where space is 
limited. Folds for storage 
or transport. 


For ano obligation demonstration, literature or further information on 
these, or any of our products, contact: 


Wheelchair Corporation Limited 


Incmoor House 


Chelmarsh, Bridgnorth 
Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
tel: (01746) 861940 Fax: (01746) 862085 


Suprema 


One of the most compact 
indoor powerchairs for 
freedom at all levels in 
a room, home or office. 
Raise, lower, slide or tilt, 
the seat models gives a 
wide choice of comfort and 
access options. Turns on its 
own small space. Models 
for all budgets and needs. 
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New stroke drug in sight 


A new drug could help the 
brain to “rewire” itself after 
strokes, American researchers 
have claimed. The drug, growth 
factor OP1, seems to encourage 
nerves to connect to each other. 

It can be given three days after 
a stroke, while traditional treat- 
ments often need earlier action. 
The problem is that many peo- 
ple do not know they have had 
a stroke until it is too late, the 
researchers claim. 

In tests on rats the drug 
allowed the animals an 80 per 
cent recovery inside a week. 

Dr Marc Charette works at 
Creative BioMolecules, the US 


company which developed the 
chemical OP1. 

“It’s like if you damage a 
switchboard, you might be able 
to re-route the call,” he said. 
“We think that’s what the mol- 
ecule is doing. The brain has a 
limited capacity to do this on 
its own.” 

The company is hoping to be 
able to get started with human 
trials next year. 

Professor Ian Robertson of 
the Medical Research Council 
in Cambridge said: “I await 
further results with interest to 
see whether this new drug turns 
out to be viable.” 


Hope P1: new drug could help the brain heal after a stroke 
THE STROKE ASSOCIATION 


Families still going to US for treatment 


Families are still having to raise 
funds to send children with 
cerebral palsy to the USA for 
pioneering treatment because 
British doctors may not know it 
is available here in the UK. 

So claims surgeon John 
Patrick of the Robert Jones & 
Agnes Hunt Hospital NHS 
Trust, which has launched the 
operation in this country. 

The technique, which is 
known as Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy, stops tightness in 
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VW 800 Specal 
15 turbo diesel 


onthe road 


the muscles of young children 
which can eventually lead to 
deformed joints and difficulty 
in walking. 

Mr Patrick said: “This process 
can help prevent loss of mobili- 
ty and independence as well as 
reduce the need for additional 
muscle and bone operations. If 
it saves a child having to under- 
go two further admissions for 
surgery and rehabilitation, then 
we are doing the NHS a favour 
by saving money. Some GPs still 


Dy 


refer children to the USA for 
this procedure and families 
have to pay through their own 
efforts at fundraising.” 

The technique works by 


selecting and severing those’ 


spinal nerve roots which are 
causing all the muscle problems 
in the legs.. 

The main age group for the 
operation is between five and 
eight years old. So far 15 
youngsters have benefited from 
the treatment. One of them, 
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Mercedes Benz Vito 2.3 diesel 
on the road . 


Ricky Balshaw, 12, of Telford, 
underwent the operation two 
years ago and has really felt the 
difference. 

His dad Mick said: “He is 
taller because he is not hunched 
up, and he has got more energy 
nowadays. He used to stand on 
tiptoe but his feet are really flat 
on the ground now.” 

Ricky told DN: “I can move 
about better and I can stand up 
straight. It’s much easier for me 
to walk now.” 
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Arthritis — 
new drugs, 
very soon 


Two new drugs which could 
ease rheumatoid arthritis are 
set to become available in the’ 
UK by the autumn. 
In trials involving 800 people, 
70 per cent of those who took, 
the drugs infliximab and etan- 
ercept reported an improve-) 
ment in their condition. Much) 
of the swelling and tenderness) 
in their joints went completely. | 

Professor Tiny Maini, direc-, 
tor of the Kennedy Institute, 
which was involved in the; 
research and is backed by the} 
Arthritis Research Campaign,| 
said: “Although it’s not a cure,| 
it’s a huge advance.” : 

Meanwhile, British doctors) 
are to carry out five operations) 
on British children with arthri-| 
tis. The operation, which has 
already been carried out in) 
Holland, involves taking bone} 
marrow from the legs. Drugs| 
are then used to kill off faulty) 
immune cells which attack! 
bone and cartilage. The mar-| 
row is also treated and then 
returned to the body, in the) 
hope that new healthy immune) 
cells will grow. 
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VERSA SALES 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 7AL, 


Tel: 0151 420 2000 


ae Versa family range of vehicles are the benchmark 

of quality. The trims and fabrics used in these vehicles 

are of the highest standard as well as being colour co- 
ordinated with soft headlinings and recess discrete 


Mercedes Benz Vito 2.0L petrol 


lighting. With many comfort, convenience, safety and 
| , convenience, on the road 
security features, the list is endless. Fax: o1 31 495 1382 
For further information or to arrange a demonstration ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND 


ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


* *) 
VW & Mercedes are available as automatics. 


Monday - Friday SMotability 


9. 00a m= 2 3 0 p mM *This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


PLUS a range of used Versa vehicles are available. Prices start from £ 6,495 
Phone Phil Hawkins at Versa Sales for an appointment or details of current It stock, 


please contact Phil Beecham or Mike Jones 
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Applicants must be 18 or over. First Direct reserves the right to decline to open an account for you. First Direct credit facilities subject to status. For written details of our services write to First Direct, Freepost, Leeds LS98 2RF. First Direct PC Banking 
service is only available in the UK. To maintain a quality service, calls may be monitored and/or recorded. Lloyds, Barclays and NatWest. The costs comprise fees of £5 per month. First Direct variable interest rate for overdrafts of £250 is 12.6% EAR. 
All information based on authorised overdrafts of £250 for 6 days or more per month. Rate and fees correct as at 23 April 1999 but may vary in the future. First Direct is a division of Midland Bank ple. Member HSBC €X> Group 


free banking if you 


annual current account charges 
gest] 


(annual fees for use of £250 overdraft) 
bank... 


when... 
where... 
Now... 
you want... 


£60.00 
£60.00 
£60.00 


Lloyds Classic 


r 


NatWest Current Plus a! 


| Barclays Bank Account 


First Direct Cheque Account £0.00 


You bank for free at First Direct, even if you’re overdrawn. We don’t 
charge you for everyday banking and we'll also give you a £250 fee free 
overdraft. Our PC Banking is free too, with no charge for the service and 


no charge for the software. 


when you want 


Hassle free banking by telephone or PC, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, 
putting you in control of your finances. No more trips to the bank, like our 


910,000 customers, you Can enjoy real flexibility, being able to do things 


for free 
...you’re | 
with the 
wrong bank 


just when you want - like paying bills. Simply tell us who to pay, how 


much and when. We do the rest. 


where you want 


Forget queues, just use a phone or PC from wherever it suits you. In addition 
to your Cheque Account you can arrange other financial needs - Visa, saving, 
borrowing, insurance - quickly and efficiently. As we’re a member of the 
HSBC Group, use your First Direct Card at cash machines across the UK, 
including Midland, to withdraw up to £500 a day. It also guarantees 


cheques up to £100 and you can use it to pay by Switch. Pay in at any 


Midland branch free or post direct to us. 


how you want 


Bank by telephone or PC. If you prefer to call us, our friendly professional 
people will deal with all your banking needs. We also offer a 24 hour 
Minicom Text telephone service on 0345 100 409. 

If you prefer to use your PC, our service allows you to pay your own bills, 
check your balance, apply to open accounts, transfer funds and view 
transactions on our private, secure online network. All UK calls are 
Charged at local rates. 

We offer a range of literature - including monthly statements - in braille 
or large print, and provide cheque book templates to make writing 


cheques accurate and easy. 


for 24 hour banking call free 


0800 24 24 24 


please quote ref BK972 www.firstdirect.co.uk 


or complete the coupon and post to: 
First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF [| 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms or Title 


Surname 


Forename(s) 
; UK Address 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Karma causes problems 


How kind of Eileen Drewery to 
set me straight (DN, May). 

As a mother of a child with 
learning difficulties, I thought 
she blamed him for being who 
he is. Now I know she believes 
he was born in order for me to 
grow spiritually. 

And there was me thinking he 
was a person in his own right. 

Thank God for atheism. 

C Goddard 
Bristol 


If I understand her correctly, 
Ms Drewery is suggesting that 
everyone is born with a disabil- 
ity, which may or may not show 
itself in later life. Perhaps, then, 
she can explain to me how an 
eight-year-old can be responsi- 
ble for an accident which leads 
to his disability? I do not know 
if this is “karma”, but I am sure 
that it was bad luck. 

Michael Taylor 

Stockton-on Tees 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 
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‘The British incoming Teir Operators Asvectation 
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THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look 
no further!! The accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives, where possible. 


Our 1999 brochure offers a wide range of holidays around 
the world whether you want Sun, Sea and Sand, a City Break, 
a Self-Drive holiday or even a long winter stay, it’s all there. 


Send for a copy now! 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


jam 
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Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 


Opportunity 
knocks 


The Lawnmowers Theatre 
Group received a National 
Lottery Charities Board grant 
of £137,031 through our North 
East Office to finance the pro- 
duction of their film The Right 
Wrong (DN, April). 

If any of your readers have a 
project, we would urge them to 
apply to us for funding. They 
can get an application form by 
telephoning 0845 919191. This 
includes contact details for our 
regional and county office teams. 
Peter Deans 
Regional Manager (North East) 
The National Lottery Charities 
Board 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Overcharging 


As a disabled person (and also 
in my work) I freqently buy 
specialist equipment, shoes and 
gadgets through mail order. 

I was horrified to find that the 
1999 Chestercare mail order 
catalogue is overcharging for 
shoes, backrests and numerous 
items of equipment. (I compared 
like with like.) The shoes, which 
I buy for personal use, are from 
Cosyfeet and the mark up on 
one pair is over £20. 

I contacted Cosyfeet and they 
said they were aware of this. I 
contacted my Trading and 
Standards Office and they said 
no law had been breached. 

Please help to spotlight this 
unfair (if not illegal) practice. 
Di Shaw 
Kirriemuir, Angus 


disability 
has got 


worse’ 
by Marigold Hope 


My plans to go and teach in 
Spain next year make my finals 
seem less frightening. I look 
forward to living abroad and 
acquiring a language. I also need 
to explore the disabled facilities 
and benefits I can get there. 

My friends and J are all 
surprisingly calm and we have 
been going out as much as ever. 
Maybe this is because we know 
we have limited time together. 

My disability has got worse. It 
has been my main focus, not 
my university work. 

I wasn’t able to attend lectures 
much last term. I sat what 
should have been an easy exam 
with a scribe, envisaging myself 
dictating at talking speed. But 
the process was much slower, 
and was reflected in my very 
low mark. I’m thinking of 
suffering the pain and sitting 
my last exams as normal. 

I’ve had to give up my part- 
time job because of my legs. 
Money has become a problem 
as my disability is making life 
expensive. I’m hoping to get 
disability living allowance 
which will help, although I’ve 
yet to descend into Tesco baked 


bean mode. At least having my 
exam dates pinned up in front 
of me is motivation to revise 
rather than spend any money. 

Edinburgh is a compact city, 
which saves money when you 
are trying to get around. My 
physiotherapist is only ten 
minutes away. 

Where I live and the sort of 
job I can realistically do are 
things I have to think about. 
This has been brought home to 
me in the last few months by 
two older women I’ve met, with 
very similar disabilities. 

Having this contact has 
reduced my feelings of 
isolation. It has also changed 
my attitude to myself — meeting 
two such likable, strong, 
attractive people who allow 
themselves to feel angry about 
their situation and do not 
blame themselves. 

They have also helped me 
think about the difficulties of 
having children which one day I 
would like to do. 

Linda is only six years older 
than me and she is as lively and 
sociable as I am. We share the 
same frustrations and 
experiences of wanting to 
dance and go out but having to 
limit these activities and suffer 
for them. 

My graduation ball is one 
occasion I refuse to miss. 
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Barnardos could do better 
It’s hard to knock good inten- 
tions, but we couldn’t help 
commenting on a leaflet sent to 
DN by Barnardos. Getting 
Your Rights: A Guide for 
Young Disabled People would 
be useful, we thought: estab- 
lishing your rights can be a 
labyrinthine task for many dis- 
abled people. But with the text 
printed in pale lilac on an even 
paler lilac-and-white back- 
ground, it won’t help visually 
impaired people. The leaflet is 
available on tape, but why 
should visually impaired people 
have to resort to this slower 
form of information gathering 
when with only a little more 
foresight the leaflet could be 
accessible to them too? 


Nice try, Liverpool 
According to Secretary of State 
for Education David Blunkett, 
Liverpool City Council recently 
advertised a job and offered to 
send details in Braille. The job | 
was for a school crossing patrol. | 


i 
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Parent’s voice 17 


When Chantal Bell 
was told her.son 
would be disabled, 
she was shocked at 
the lack of support 


Our son Nicholas was born 
with a clot in his aorta. After 
his birth we went through sev- 
eral weeks in hospital and all 
those things that would nor- 
mally have frightened the living 
daylights out of us. 

When Nicholas was nine days 
old the doctors told us he 
would be a vegetable and that 
they would not try to 
resuscitate him if he went into 
cardiac arrest. 

As it was, our baby proved to 
be a fighter and made it 
through the weekend by the 
skin of his teeth. 

After four weeks we were 
finally sent home. This was a 
joyous occasion all round, but 
we were left with a very sick 
baby. The physio came within a 
few days, followed by the 
paediatric social worker and a 
teacher for the visually 
impaired. We had been thrown 
into a whole new world. 

The story “Welcome to 
Holland” always comes to 
mind when I think back, 
because that is just how we felt. 
In other words, you book a 
holiday in Italy but you end up 


Help was just never offered’ 


Tired out: back from school, Nicholas and Chantal relax 


in Holland — it’s not an 
unpleasant place, it’s just 
different to what you expected. 
The trouble is you don’t get 
much professional help to 
adapt to this new environment. 
One of the things that upset 
me was the way we were told 


that Nicholas had permanent 
brain damage. We had to go to 
Bristol when he was a few 
months old for him to have his 
MRI scan and were told, in a 
busy main entrance to the 
hospital, that he would be a 
vegetable for the rest of his life 


Freedom, Indepen 


and had very little to look 
forward to from now on. 
There was no offer of 
emotional support. My GP 
never asked how I was or if 


there was anything he could do. 


It was through a support group 
with other parents that I coped 
with the situation. These 
people are now my best friends 
and I could not have managed 
without them. It wasn’t that we 
never wanted professional help 
— it was just never offered. 

I know God gave me Nicholas 
for a reason and I think I now 
know why. Today I work for 
Contact a Family, which puts 
parents in touch with each 
other and gives them support. I 
am not going to change the 
world by what I do, but if I can 
help another parent not to go 
through what we did, I think I 
will achieve something. 

What worries me is that Iam 
still meeting parents with 
newly diagnosed children 
saying they were never offered 
counselling. You would have 
thought that the professionals 
involved would have learned 
something by now. 

Nicholas is nearly seven and, 
unofficially, has cerebral palsy, 


ence 


epilepsy, cortical blindness, 
heart problems, hearing 
difficulties and severe learning 
disabilities. But that doesn’t 
sound anything like him. He is 
loveable and smiley and has 
quite a mean sense of-humour. 
He attends a school for 
children with severe learning 
and physical disabilities, which 


‘l still meet parents 
saying they were never 
offered counselling.’ 

Se eS Sa ee 


he loves. He does things like 
baking, swimming and 
wheelchair dancing. He is the 
child we never expected, but he 
is Nicholas and we will give 
him the best quality of life we 
can. He will never walk, feed 
himself or talk, but we will 
persevere because we love him 
like no one else can. 

Most importantly, I.want 
other parents to start getting 
much more sensitivity and 
support when they are told that 
their child is disabled. 


Contact a Family, tel: 0171-383 
3555, fax: 0171-383 0259. 


and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 
Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 
Up to 8mph for road use. 
Free home assessments. 
Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 
No VAT. 
No driving license required. 
Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 
e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 


powerchairs 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 
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18 Just the job 


o need to be Sporty spice 


You face stiff competition if you want to 
study physiotherapy. Laura Strong finds 
out how disabled physios are faring 


Physiotherapy may not be the 
first career that springs to mind 
if you’re disabled. It conjures 
up the image of someone in a 
tracksuit sprinting on to the 
football field. 

According to Kate Moran, 
equal opportunities officer at 
the Chartered Society of 


becoming superintendent at the 
Lambeth Community Learning 
Disabilities Team, a job that 
combines clinical and 
managerial duties. 

“There are lots of difficulties. 
Clinically, it is not too much of 
a problem, but the 
administration can be hugely 


Community physio Lesley Wood supervises a hydrotherapy session 


Physiotherapy, the profession 
does, however, welcome 
disabled applicants and has a 
long history of workers with 
visual impairment in particular. 

Lesley Wood, for example, 
qualified as a physiotherapist 
in 1988. Her visual impairment 
has not prevented her from 


demoralising,” she says. 

This is the penalty for scaling 
the career ladder: the higher 
you go, the more paperwork 
you will have. Lesley regrets 
that this may be as far as she 
will go. 

The travel involved in a 
community physiotherapist’s 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


y | CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


-.the rest comes naturally 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


YOR ot ege 


Send for a FREE 4%) 
colour brochure 3? 
Ree 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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job is also a burden. Lesley tries 
to avoid having to go to 
unfamiliar homes, gets one taxi 
per week paid for and often 
travels with a colleague. 

She would not recommend 
community physiotherapy to 
someone with a visual 
impairment because of the 
travel. Better options would be 
those based on one site, such as 
sports injury clinics. She would, 
however, recommend 
physiotherapy as a whole. “If 
you’ve got the academic 
qualifications, you’ve got the 
same chance as everyone else,” 
she says. Once you have the 
physiotherapy qualification, 
you are almost certain to get a 
job.” 

Pay is not as good as you 
might hope. After a three-year 
degree you can expect a salary 
of £14,845, excluding London 
weighting. 

And what about people’s 
reactions to having a disabled 
physio? Sue Barnard is now a 
lecturer at Southampton 
University but qualified as a 
physiotherapist in 1976. When 
her mobility was affected in the 
1980s, she transferred to 
paediatric physiotherapy, where 
the patients are easier to lift. 
But even this became difficult 
once she became a wheelchair 
user, so she eventually moved 
into education. 

As a disabled physio, she 
found reactions positive. “The 
attitude of patients was 
brilliant,” she says. “Sometimes 
people might be over- 
sympathetic, but I never got 
bad vibes from anyone.” 

In fact, patients often felt she 
would have an increased 
understanding. 

There were some difficulties. 
Sometimes Sue felt guilty about 
taking up other physios’ time 
when she needed extra help and 


she warns newcomers to expect 
a small amount of 
discrimination, sometimes 
from colleagues. 

There are many more spheres 
nowadays that physiotherapists 
can specialise in — the image of 
ultra-fit physios in tracksuits 
can be misleading. 

“T think someone who wasn’t 
able to do the manual handling 
could be a good teacher, for 
example,” says Sue. “There are 
so many more fields now — 
ergonomics, for example, and 
research.” 

Competition is fierce for 
courses — there can be 60 
people after one place. You 
need to complete a degree in 
physiotherapy, and competition 
for places means the entry 
requirements are usually higher 
than for other degrees. The 


normal requirement in England 
and Wales is three A-level 
passes of C or above (including 
a biological science) and five 
GCSEs of C or above. Other 
qualifications may be accepted 
at some institutions. Other 
requirements include 
communication skills and the 
ability to work in a team. 


The Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy, 14 Bedford Row, | 
London WCIR 4ED, tel: 0171- | 
306 6666. 


The RNIB Physiotherapy 
Support Service Resource 
Centre is based at the 
University of East London and 
can provide information, 
advice and practical help. 

Call the RNIB helpline for fur- 
ther details, tel: 0345-669 999. 


The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months. 


‘yan Nol nitty! Seseses 


Cuating Not Copying 


and prepared him for life in the outside world. 


bs July 108 Shoat Dunn, the Sleaegheg Ukeclor ud Foonde b Chelona tel 
rushed ts the Midiands Centre for Spinal Injuries following a serious RTA in which 
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Thera Trainer Range 
Sports Chairs 

All Terrain Vehicles 
Hand Controls 


Power Chairs 
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Hand Cycles 
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Ask the wheelchair user why Brotherwood cars 9 
are the best value... = _ 


See for yourself 

at ‘Crowthorne 
products for the 
year 2000 


-*June 25/26/27 
Mobility Roadshow T.R.L. 


Crowthorne, Berkshire 
Ask for details 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of the 
Volkswagen Sharan is the only 
adapted vehicle in the U.K. 
with V.C.A. Type Approval 
No. LC326/A/027. 


The Company logo says it all! 
- one of the family 


NBROLHERWOOD 


Ring for a brochure pack of our full range of new and refurbished second hand fully converted Cars. 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
Telephone: 01935 872603 °« Fax: 01935 872855 
¢ e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com °* 
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Your wedding is one of the most special days of your life and you want it to 
go well. Peter Baber finds out how several couples have coped 


Smiles all round: Darren and Sue Heffeman on their their big day 


Last month one of Britain’s 
top female athletes took a 
break from her hectic training 
schedule to do something she 
had never done before: go to a 


The innovative Carchair 


system converts from 
an all-purpose 
wheelchair into 

a car seat, in either 
the front passenger 
or drivers’ position. 


Carchair avoids the 


need to transfer or stow 


S Motability 


Tel: 01323-767574 


wedding. Her own wedding. 
Many people would probably 
be surprised that a 29-year-old 
woman had never been to a 
wedding before. 


With The Carchair Wheelchair System 


Constabi 


home Contact: 


Fax: 01323-767603 


Wedding belles 


But we are talking here about 
leading wheelchair athlete 
Tanni Grey. And assumptions 
about relationships can go out 
of the window when disability 


the chair, thereby making 
the whole process of 
getting in and out of a 
vehicle so much easier. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration at your 


Dept. DN, Freepost (BR1032), Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


i7O = 


is part of the story. There are 
still some who feel disabled 
people shouldn’t have any 
romantic attachments at all, let 
alone marriages. 

Tanni’s wedding to Ian 
Thompson, aged 35 and also 
disabled, shows that there’s no 
reason why disabled people 
can’t have the wedding they 
want. Especially as no less a 
publication than Hello! maga- 
zine was there to take pictures 
of her glamorous ceremony. 

DN has spoken to some other 
couples who have got married 
or are about to, all of whom 
prove that weddings and dis- 
abled people do go together, 
and that there’s no reason why 
you should compromise. 

Wedding organiser Siobhan 
Craven-Robins says she is not 
surprised that people who have 
been through the wedding 
process have found the indus- 
try disability-aware. She her- 
self has not had a disabled 
client, but she has often had to 
ensure that an elderly relative 
can get to the church and 
reception. “Most venues do 
now have access or can arrange 
it,” she says. 


apply than lipstick. 


Everyone wants to look their best for their special day, but applying 1 
anyone with unsteady hands or a visual impairment. 

This year you needn’t worry. Action for Blind People has got togeth 
Jordan and others to produce a booklet and tape with hand beauty t 
the whole idea — not just brides-to-be. . 


© Don’t be put off the idea of lip-gloss because you think it went ou 


‘ 
* Consider having your eyelashes dyed. You can then use colourle 
coloured wand. Five strokes top and bottom are sufficient. 1 


Free copies of the Beauty Sense leaflet and tape are available from th 
Blind People, 14-16 Verney Road, SE16 3DZ, tel: 0171-732 8771. 


Getting information in good 
time can be useful. Especially 
when it comes to that dress. 

Sue Heffeman, who married 
husband Darren 18 months 
ago, faced resistance when she 
explained that, because she 
was a wheelchair user, she 
wanted the top of her ready- 
made dress to stand out and 
therefore wanted sequins 
galore. “They just told her 
what they thought she should 
wear,” says Darren. 

“T didn’t look at off-the-peg 
dresses,” says Tanni Grey. 
“When you see how much 
everything costs, a tailor-made 
dress isn’t much. Mine was 
£650. You can pay that for an 
off-the-peg outfit.” 

Tanni and her dressmaker 
had been discussing the dress 
since September last year. 

Another wheelchair user who 
had her wedding dress made, 
Marcia Conroy, points out that 
you need to make a great time 
commitment for a bespoke 
outfit. “It took eight months 
to do my fitting,” she says, 
“and I was there once a week.” 

But spending some time 
organising your day pays off. 
That applies to choosing your 
venue, too. 

Brian Matthews and Shirley 
Stuart, who are visually 
impaired and are tying the 
knot in September, say they 
have had to spend time ringing 
venues in Leeds, asking for 
information. “The trouble is 
we are reliant on other people 
to access the information,” 


The make-u 


Here are just a few of their suggestions: 
© Use a two-in-one cleanser and toner to prevent mixing the bottl 
¥ You only need to apply lipstick to your bottom lip. It will ele 


vpn 


YOUR FAL STOPS HEE! 


PainControl is an amazing low cost system for drug free relief of 
pain with superb TENS technology. It is safe, non-addictive, 
non-invasive, user-friendly, fits in a pocket or on your waist, and 
can be used anywhere. TENS is medically approved, having been 
used for over 20 years in the NHS. 


Now available to you, PainControl effectively soothes away pain, 
helps back pain, sciatica, arthritis, menstrual and labour pains, 
post operative pains, and reduces tension — without the aid of drugs. 


Switch on the magic of PainControl and feel the benefit. 
30 day money back and 2 year guarantee. 


Tentercroft Healthcare 
A Farnily Livm that caves fov your health 


For details freephone: 0800 980 5477 now! 
Fax: 01924 405361 


For DN readers the PainControl starts from £49.50 
Suppliers to hospitals and pain clinics. 
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rley. “Few places have a disk ver- 
their brochure, so finding a venue 
ymething we can do on our own.” 
e being visually impaired, they 
ing a photographer, but instead of 
a friend will ask guests to record 
25 on an audio tape. The vicar is: 
f the order of service can be print- 
aille, and they have insisted that 
their reception venue are given 

ty awareness training. Anything’s 


The venue 


What about having the birthplace 
of the late Diana, Princess of Wales, 
as your venue? Park House, now 
run by Leonard Cheshire, has a 
licence for weddings and is fully 
accessible. You could be the first 
disabled couple to marry there, and 
ee have your reception overlooking the 
V BENNET 1990 Sandringham estate. 


r a 


For details, tel: (01485 ) 543000. 
Gavin and Sue: still saving for their wedding 


: the dress was worth the wait 


>, it seems, if you press hard 

. At least it is on everything but 
g transport. “I had to be lifted in 
at,” says Marcia Conroy. “When 
x0t a big wedding dress on that 

> easiest thing to do.” 

is one final thing to think about: 
Gavin Stevens and Sue Rae were 
just two days before Tanni Grey. 


can be a bit of a problem for T™ car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 

gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 
eading make-up artist Jenny just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 
yyone who feels nervous about nigh on impossible. 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 
years so we understand the value of mobility, But don't just take our word for it, you can 


he top. see what June and Bernard Simpson of Staffordshire had to say: 


e 1970s. You may find it easier to 


“Since we have had our Chairman life has had 
a richer quality, with no problems of thinking 
shall we make the big effort to go out! 

Its just so easy.” 


1 instead of trying to cope with a 


ation Department, Action for 


JUNE AND BERNARD SIMPSON — CHAIRMAN OWNERS 


en Gavin, who is non-disabled, ef ‘ 
in with wheelchair user Sue to : ; ; OW rl Nn Sy 
To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone é 


e her carer, the problems really 


number below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer 


. “The more I earned,” says one 
= : complete the coupon. 
the less income support Sue was 
iven.” mo i Onn: <a : 
yuldn’t earn his way out of the race reviitrecttons Rea es sltan tbat ark a whole world of possibilities 


iment because he is a freelance 
teacher and was still building up 


ts after his move. Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. Please return this coupon to 
as been married before and feels Nae us at: 
n did it on the cheap. She definitely ame. 4 <A 
ape Gowrings Mobili 
t want to skimp this time. Address: aati ty 
ig day will now be in October. F 
ave, however, already found the Newbury 
- it was Egon Ronay pub restau- Postcode: Tel No: Berks RG14 5ZW 
the year and is in their local Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5RU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400. Internet: wwww.gowringsmoblly.co. Uk 


And yes, it’s accessible. DN 6/99 
‘ish them all the best. 
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Master chefs 


Character shows through when you see how disabled celebrities 
cope in the kitchen, Peter Baber finds 


Chris Moon 

For a man with such zest for 
life, it’s not surprising that 
marathon runner Chris Moon 
says he enjoys cooking. 

But does he do the cooking in 
his house? “My wife and I 
share it,” he says. “It depends 
how much time I’ve got — 


sometimes I do.as much as an 
18-hour day.” 

There are other reasons for 
sharing the cooking. “It takes 
me a long time'to chop things,” 
he says. “I realised I would have 
to swallow my pride and ask 
people to help me after my 
accident. The disability has 


Mat Fraser 

Actor and broadcaster Mat 
Fraser does all the cooking in 
his house. He says he loves 
“good, healthy cooking”, and 
he has a clear idea about what 
meals he likes. “To me food is 
really at its best when it’s very 
simple,” he says. 

It doesn’t seem that his 
thalidomide condition has 
curbed what he makes at all — 
despite the fact that his kitchen 


Z/ OVA 
COACHWORK 


Specialist Conversions 


| Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
| accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


| Passenger layout options include: 
| e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


| Features include: 
| ¢ access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


| ¢ unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


| e automatic or manual 
transmission 
e electric mirrors and windows 
| e power steering 
¢ central locking 
| ¢ air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini_ | 
| buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 


David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 


Tel: 01626 853050 | 
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slowed me down in the 
kitchen and it has changed 
what I cook. I do a lot of 
Asian food.” 

You might find this 
surprising, as Asian dishes 
can involve a fair amount of 
cutting and pounding. But 
he does avoid chopping 
fiddly things like garlic. 

After his accident he chose 
a split hook rather than a 
moving hand, and finds this 
much easier to use in the 
kitchen. 

“The secret is to have very 
sharp knives,” he adds. 

His kitchen is not adapted at 
all, but he has found some 
modern developments in 
packaging useful. “One thing 
that’s helped me enormously is 
cans with ringpulls, for 
tomatoes and so on,” he says. 
“T did have a bit of trouble with 
can openers.” 


is hardly what you might call 
accessible. “My kitchen isn’t 
really adapted,” he says. “I 
have a higher work surface and 
that’s about it.” 

Ideally he would need lots of 
shallow shelves to make life 
easier. “And I still haven’t found 
a satisfactory way of lighting 
the oven,” he says. 

It is particularly important for 
him that he has utensils that 
are easy to grip. 

“T like things with good, 
thick, insulated handles,” he 
says. “It gets mental when there 
are four pans on the stove.” 

That’s why he prefers meals 
that go into one pan — not 
English food with lots of 
vegetables in different pans. 
Most of all, he is very 
conscious of the need to have a 
good diet. 

“I have weak kidneys — it’s 
part of my condition — so I 
watch strong coffee and I’m not 
a big boozer,” he says. “I try to 
avoid salt too. It hardens the 
arteries and worsens arthritis, 
which I have signs of.” 


Mat Fraser’s new pizza 

Fry a layer of Sosmix (a veg- 
etarian sausage mix avail- 
able in supermarkets), then 
grill it till it’s cooked 
through. Cover with polenta 
(made with stock if you find 


it too bland on its own ). 
Top with sauce (any you 
have left over from night 
before will be useful). 
Sprinkle cheese on top, and 
then grill for two to three 
more minutes until cheese is 
melted. Serve in slices. 


Star suggestion 


- Turkish salad 


The sun is emerging | 
and you can now start — 
thinking about Scope’s 
fundraising event, the 
Scope & Pringles 
Summer Bash for Cash, 
which this year has the 
theme of outdoor eat- 
ing. Here are two of 
Helena Bonham 
Carter’s favourite 
recipes for delicious al 
fresco dining. . 


_1/3 of an iceberg lettuce; 1 large onion; 1/4 of a cucumber; 1 red 
pepper; 4 tomatoes; 3 sticks celery; lemon juice; olive oil; salt; 
fresh coriander (or fresh mint). Chop the lettuce, coriander, pep- 
per and celery. Slice tomato and quarter the slices. Mix all this 
salad together, then add salt to taste, 3 capsful of olive oil, a 
squirt of lemon juice and the coriander. 


Barbecued swordfish 


Swordfish (or tuna steaks); 120ml white wine; 60ml olive oil; 2 
crushed garlic cloves; 10ml chopped rosemary, thyme or marjo- 
ram; 30ml chopped parsley; salt and pepper. Mix the wine, oil, 
herbs and spices. Marinate the fish in this liquid for an hour. 


Barbecue and serve with salad. 


Helena plays a paralysed woman in her new film The Theory of 
Flight. For a fundraising and activity pack for the Scope Bash, 
including money-off vouchers, tel: 0901-880 0000. 


Anne Begg 

Scottish MP Anne Begg says 
she likes cooking “when ’m 
not eating carry-outs”. 

Her kitchen is completely 
adapted, with all units lowered. 
Everything she needs is on the 
lower shelves. She uses the 
higher shelves for things that 
will only be used when visitors 
come, so that they can reach 
them down for her. 

“T’ve developed my own way 
of doing things,” she says. “I 
tend to take the chopping 
board down on to my knees, 
for example.” 

In the time before she became 
a full-time wheelchair user and 
was on sticks, she used an 


Julie Fernandez 

“] absolutely love it,” says the 

former soap star about cook- 

ing. Julie and her mum share 

the cooking in their household. 
The kitchen has been almost 

fully adapted for a wheelchair 


user, “although washing up and 
things like that can be difficult 
and some cupboards are still 
out of reach.” 

“I do need assistance for some 
things,” says Julie. An Atag 


office chair on wheels to get 
round the kitchen. This made 
her higher up and more mobile. 


Like Mat Fraser, she says she 
now quite often makes meals in 
one pot. 


oven helps — it is at a lower 
height, and has telescopic racks 
that don’t fall out. 

The hob is at a lower level too 
—as are all of the kitchen’s 
work surfaces. 

As you might expect from 
someone who has just set up a 
new kind of charity offering 
both information and free 
complementary therapy to 
disabled people (DN, May), 
Julie loves experimenting. 
“There’s no meat, vegetable 
and Bisto gravy in our 
household,” she says. “We 
make our own gravy from 
scratch here.” 

She doesn’t think disability 


has prevented her from cooking - 


anything. She loves using wine, 
garlic, lots of herbs, and is 
every inch a Ready, Steady, 
Cook-style chef. 

“Just give me a few 
ingredients and I’ll make 
something,” she says. 
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Television 


- PaulDarke 


Having 
always been 
a bit of a fan 
of pointless 
viewing in 
my sadly 
lacking-in- 
fun life, I F 
looked forward to watching 
Snapshot: Eddie Kidd (BBC1, 4 
May). I was touched by the 
man’s determination and 
courage in dealing with the 
results of his foolish attempt to 
do a jump after a night of 
drugs and drink. Sustaining 


severe head injuries in a jump- 


— 


In Four 
Weddings 
and a 
Funeral, the 
inclusion of 
a deaf char- 
acter really 
played by 
deaf actor David Bower went 
all but unnoticed. 

The new film from the same 
production team, Notting Hill, 
also has a disabled person 
supporting Hugh Grant 
(William) and Julia Roberts 
(Anna) — William’s wheelchair- 
using friend Bella (Gina McKee 


inclusion in the film is welcome 
and there’s plenty that is 
positive about her, such as her 
career girl status. 

Unfortunately, this is offset by 
some negatives. Bella has only 
recently become disabled, and 
it is understandable that she is 
not entirely happy about it. But 
she could have been a stronger 
character if she had been 
disabled for a longer time. 

However, the central theme is 
the contrast between superstar 
Anna and ordinary William, 
and when Anna complains 
about the paparazzi, William 
uses Bella as an example of 
really bad things that can 
happen to people. 

In a lesser film this could have 
been trite, but the strength of 
writing and performances 


> 


ing spectacular, Eddie Kidd who is not, to my knowledge, ensure that Bella scores well as 
patiently undergoes his rehabil- the real McCoy). Bella’s very a disabled character. 

itation. Sadly, the documentary illustrations of the eye of some oe , 

was marred by some of the little-known creature. 
medical profession’s sound- Several of the works were 
bites, bizarre editing anda made with flowers used in the 


grating commentary. cicadas newly released film Notting 
I had the same reactions to Hill, which Tracy persuaded 

Children’s Hospital (BBC1, 4 Tracy Lewis is a graduate in the crew to give her once 

& 11 May), which included the textiles from Goldsmiths filming was over. 

story of Becky, a little girl with College and former paralympic Dried flowers can be 

“brittle bones” having an racer. The main works in her melancholy, and this feeling 


was heightened by seeing, with What’s afoot: Hugh Grant’s new film features a wheelchair user 


operation. She was beautifully show at the Orangery in 

herself and it is just Holland Park, west London, in a slight shift of focus, the CLIVE COOTE 
unfortunate that the people April were large circular con- colourful, fluttering 

who make peak-time structions made with flowers, rhododendrons beyond the disabled people being 


programmes replace content stalks and leaves, bound Orangery windows. acknowledged as sexual beings 
and depth with sentimentalism. | together with cotton fibres. While those flowers are now for a change. 
Psychos (Channel 4, started 6 They were quietly rotting unseen on the ground, With a team of over ten 


Dan Batten 


May), the highly publicised 


new drama series, is set in a 


writers, quality of material can 
be inconsistent. Some sketches 


Tracy Lewis’ work still 
peacefully reflects on the 


contemplative and could be 
greatly enlarged images of a 


mental hospital. It explores the 
lives of staff and residents, with 
a subplot of the developing 
romantic entanglement 
between two of the doctors. Its 
makers have been paid a vast 
amount of money without 
having to give any thought to 
the resulting programme and I 
wish someone would pay me a 
few thousand pounds a week to 
make clichéd and stereotypical 
rubbish for Channel 4. 

I revisited Esther (ITV, 9 May) 
and was just as appalled as 
ever. Its piece on prostheses, 
like most items of the series, 
had no grasp of what disability 
is and pandered to pathetic 
images of disabled people. 

ER (Channel 4, 12 May), 
which has been doing so well in 
dealing with the subject of 


deafness — it explores the issue ~ 


rather than simply showing a 
pointless “positive” 
representation — has not done 
so well with its euthanasia 
storyline. ER, in trying to give 
the demise of George Clooney 
some controversy, has 
unthinkingly fallen into a pro- 
euthanasia stance without any 
exploration of the complexity 
of the issue. Let’s hope they 
follow this attitude to its logical 
conclusion and euthanase 
grouchy Carry Weaver, ER’s 
disabled doctor — only joking, 
of course. 


single-celled organism or 


Simon Minty 


I must confess I had already 
seen the film Simon Birch in the 
USA last year and I wasn’t 
impressed. It is an adaptation 
of John Irving’s book A Prayer 
for Owen Meany about a per- 
son with short stature. I have 
heard good reviews of the book 
—I’m not sure they would apply 
to the screen version. 

The film opens with a shot of 
the gravestone of the now 
deceased twelve-year-old Simon 
and a voice-over saying: “He 
was a martyr; he made people 
believe in God and he was 
God’s little instrument with a 
special purpose.” This sickly 
sort of treacle sticks to the film 
almost throughout. The only 
respite from the sugary 
sweetness is Simon’s sporadic 
cutting wit and his friendship 
with Joe. Thankfully, Joe tells 
Simon at one point: “God 
doesn’t have a master plan and 
you just happen to be small.” 
Wise words, of which there are 
all too few. 

Despite the storyline, the two 
boys are actually pleasantly 
credible actors. The nativity 


passing beauty of it all. 


scene made me laugh out loud, 
and another line, wondering 
whether selling pork chops 
could lead to intercourse, 
showed Simon’s sharp wit. 

Praise too that we see a short 
person on film without Snow 
White, R2D2 et al milling 
around. Simon is shown as a 
real person — it’s just a shame it 
has to be so schmaltzy. 


UK release 25 June. 


Radio 4’s new comedy show 
Yes Sir I Can Boogie has a cast 
of equal numbers of disabled 
and non-disabled members, 
including Mat Fraser and Andy 
Hamilton of Channel 4’s Drop 
The Dead Donkey. 

The first show began with a 
nice bit of role reversal, with a 
man denied entry into a 
seatless venue because he does 
not use a wheelchair. 

Things took a ‘Carry On’ 
turn at points and, although 
smutty, it was good to hear 


Bakare Beds Ltd., Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, 
Plympton, Plymouth PI7 4JH. 01752 342222 


are very funny, while others 
produce not a titter. 

There are some obvious 
influences. Shy Richard’s 
rantings reminded me of Father 
Ted’s Jack, while the “priests’ 
inter-denominational wrestling 
challenge” had shades of 
Monty Python. 

Dare I suggest the team be 
made smaller? At the moment, 
the show is a definite case of 
too many cooks. 


Last episode, 3 June, 11pm. 


BakKare 
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24 Share your problems 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 


How can | meet someone? 
| am a disabled lesbian and 
feel very lonely. It is difficult 
for me to get out and about as | 
am partially sighted and | am © 
always nervous about mention- 
ing that | prefer women friends. 
It still takes a lot of courage to 
“come out”. What can | do? 
Mary, London 


worth every minute. 


I suggest you contact Tape 
Connection, an audio tape 
friendship group at Gemma, 
the organisation for disabled 
and non-disabled lesbian and 


bisexual women. 

As well as general groups, they 
run special groups covering 
interests such as music, a 
humorous magazine tape and 
books on tape. 

I’m told that many members 
say they feel much less isolated 
since joining. 

Gemma publishes a quarterly 
newsletter and they also have 
friendship listings. 

Annual membership of 
Gemma costs what you can 
afford. They will be glad to 
send details and an 
introductory tape. 


| am now over the moon 
because | have passed the 
Institute of Advanced Motorists 
(IAM) test. Now I have also 
passed the test to become an 
1AM observer. 

Since then | have helped other 
disabled people to get their 
IAM badge. 

| would be glad to talk on the 
telephone to any disabled 


Driving ambition 
| am disabled and love driving. 


SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 


The New ScanBed 710 


Outstanding Performance - For Increased User Comfort 


The New ScanBed 710 is probably the finest homecare nursing bed on the market 
and offers a practical solution for both users and carers. This therapeutic profiling 
bed gives flexibility, extra support and increased comfort. Combining a host of 
features and benefits, with ease of use, good looks and real value for money. 


* Flexibility. Extra Support. Increased Comfort. 


* Attractive appearance and design. 


¢ Helps retain independence for user. 
* Electrically operated backrest, thigh and height adjustments. 
* Simple to use hand control - adjusts to relieving positions. 


* Separate backrest and thigh section buttons for fine tuning. 


* Wide range of accessories available as options. 


ScanBed 710 - Performance, Durability, Ease Of Use and 
Outstanding Value For Money. 


Call the Scandinavian Mobility Helpline Free 0800 136 275 


for a free colour brochure and distributor information. 


Or contact Scandinavian Mobility UK Ltd, Freepost, Corby, Northants, 
NN18 8BR (no stamp required). SM/DN699 


6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


The smiles will surely retut 


| read Donald’s letter (DN, April) with sympathy and a strong sense of fellow feeling. 
This time last year | experienced depression in a way | had never felt it before. 
| believe now that | had probably been depressed for many years, after or fired from a job 
what was deemed “incompetence”. - 
| became so depressed | could not cope with life at all. | seriously thought about harming myse 
| am now in a new job | love. My relationship with my partner is stronger than ever rand life is 


My only regret is the years | now view as wasted with depression. The road has as hard at Z 
times. Last year when people said depression is curable, | did not — could not — believe fee Even 
if it was in some cases, surely it would not be for me. 2 

The last year has been a combination of a sympathetic GP , Seroxat 
Sessions with a counsellor and group work with people in the same bo 
changing your doctor if shelhe i is less than enlightened. 


= love and loneliness A UNIQUE SERVICE! 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Details of motoring 
organisations are given at the 
bottom of the page. 


driver who would like more 
information. 
Anthony Hughes, Rochdale 


Cut it out 

| read the letter from “wanna 
be an amputee” several times. 
He is wrong in so many ways. 
How can the writer have a “nor- 
mal” life if his only desire is to 
mutilate himself? 


It is wonderful that you are 
helping other disabled people 
to pass the IAM test. It has 
been said that if more people 
took (and passed) advanced 
driving tests our roads would 
be a lot safer. 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM 
YOU DESERVE 


ESCAPE TO A NEW LIFE WITH AN 
"INDEPENDENT' CONVERSION 
FROM INTERBILITY 
THE 'DRIVE-IN' MERCEDES INCLUDES RADIO CONTROLLED 


TAIL-GATE, FOLDING RAMP AND LOWERING SUSPENSION. 


AN IDEAL BASE FOR THE WHEELCHAIR DRIVER. 
ALTERNATIVELY, THE INDEPENDENT’ PEUGEOT EXPERT, RENAULT TRAFIC OR FORD 
TRANSIT MAY SUIT YOUR NEEDS BETTER 


WHY NOT PHONE FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT WITH 


RON or BOB 


UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL 01438 747448 FAX 01438 750319 


DN’s oS counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
id 


The urge may appear real to 
him, rather like my own urge to 
win the lottery, but as you say it 
is a fantasy that really needs 
some self-control. ; 

Why does the writer feel his 
problems will be solved if he 
meets a disabled girl “with 
whom he can share his 
secret”? What secret? He has 
just shared it with the entire 
Disability Now readership and 
probably upset most of them in 
the process. 

Working out how to lose a 
limb is worse than planning 
suicide. After suicide he would 
only need a funeral — after 
cutting off a leg he would need 
lots of surgery and aftercare. Is 
he able to pay the bills or is it 
to be charged to the NHS? 

In this country more than 
seven million people have 
some form of disability and few 
would have chosen it. What if 
he was to get a disability he did 
not fancy, like blindness or 
multiple sclerosis? The writer 
should note how strong the . 
odds are of getting such a 
disability and he should try to 
preserve his bits and.pieces. 
He might then appreciate what 
God has given him and work 
harder to ensure that if he does 
become disabled then he will 
have made some contribution 
to making life better for 
everyone. 

George, Derbyshire 


I know readers will appreciate 
your carefully thought out 
views. You put the dilemma in 
a nutshell. It is often not easy 
to understand ourselves, let 
alone the aberrations of others, 
and especially when there is a 
sexual element. 


Anthony Hughes, (IAM), tel: 
(01706) 342084. 

Institite of Advanced 
Motorists, Head Office, 359 
Chiswick High Road, London 
W4, tel: 0181-994 4403. 
Disabled Drivers’ Association, 
Ashwellthorpe, Norwich NR16 
1EX, tel: (01508) 489449. 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club, 
Cottingham Way, Thrapston, 
Northamptonshire NN14 4PL, 
tel: (01832) 734724, 

Disabled Motorist’ Federation, 
National Mobility Centre, Unit 
2a, Atcham Estate, Shrewsbury 
SY4 4UG, tel: (01743) 761889. 
Tape Connection Collective, 
clo Gemma, BM Box 5700, 
London WCIN 3XX. 
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Wash your cares away 


Dont get in a spin — chances of finding an 
easy-to-use washing machine are 
improving, writes Lindsey Etchell of RICA 


In 1997 we couldn’t pick out a 
single washing machine from 
the dozen we tested that had no 
drawbacks for people with 
mobility, strength, grip or sight 
impairments. Our latest 
research on 15 models shows 
that a few manufacturers are 


now tackling ease-of-use with _ 
more thought to the abilities of 
customers. 

Here are just a few tips to 
help you choose a machine that 
works for you. 


Front or top loader? 

The type of washing machine 
you go for will probably 
depend on the space you have 
at home and how easily you 
can bend or crouch. 

Nowadays there are more 
front loaders than anything 
else. The nine we tested were 
all the same height and width 
(85cm by 60cm) and varied a 
bit in depth (50cm to 61cm) 
when you take account of the 
space they need behind for 
connecting hoses. 

Top loaders are generally 
taller and narrower. We 
assessed just three, all 85-90cm 
tall, 40-46cm wide and 60- 
64cm deep. The main door lifts 
up on top of the machine, so 
they cannot be used under a 
standard work surface, but you 
can avoid bending down to 
load and unload. The Bosch we 
assessed was the same height as 
the front loaders, so could be 
kept under a surface. You 
would have to be able to pull it 
out to use it, though. 

We also assessed three washer 
driers — machines that wash, 
spin and tumble dry. They were 


all front loaders and the same 
size as the front loader washing 
machines mentioned above. 


Loading up 

Although you can avoid 
crouching to load and unload 
washing with a top loader, you 
have to open 
inner doors into 
the drum on the 
three we looked 
at. This was a 
tricky job and 
you would need 
two strong hands 
and flexible fin- 
gers to be able to 
manage it. 

The front 
loaders had right 
and left opening 
doors, mostly 
with a handle, 
but a few opened 
by pushing a 
button on the 
fascia. We 
assessed the 
machines for the 
strength needed 
to open and close 
—! the doors and 
ise easy a handles were to 
grip. The shape of handle and 
having enough space to get a 
good grip are both important 
here. The opening angle of the 
door is also something to bear 
in mind. A few doors opened 
right back against the front of 
the machine. This can be 
helpful particularly to 
wheelchair users for getting in 
close to get washing in and take 
it out. 

Washing powder and fabric 
conditioner are both poured 
into a pull-out drawer on the 
front loaders. None needed 
much strength to pull in and 
out, but some were a bit 
cramped in the space they 
allowed for fingers. This would 
be a problem if yours are 
swollen or painful. The 
detergent compartments were 
on top of the top loaders, 
below the lift-up lid, which 
allows good access from a 
standing position. In fact none 
of the machines this time had 
detergent compartments that 


were fiddly to fill. 


Dials and buttons 
As always we had quite a range 
of dials and buttons to assess. 
Good-sized dials with a thick 
bar across are usually the 
easiest to grip. If there’s no bar 
then a textured edge to the dial 
makes gripping easier. We also 


compared the force or strength 
needed to turn the dial and over 
time have found some that turn 
easily — there’s no need for stiff 
controls. Push buttons were 
generally light to operate, but 
check that they are not too 
small and therefore fiddly or 
slippery to use. 


Watch out for the labels 
Markings and labels around 
the controls still varied from 
good, strong, well-contrasted 
numbers and letters such as 
black on white, to yellow and 
pale green symbols on white, 
which are much more difficult 
to see. Some of the labelling 
was far too small for people 
with poor sight, so there is still 
some work to do here. 

If you need Braille or stud- 
marked controls, tell the shop 
and the manufacturer can 
arrange for the RNIB (Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind) to produce a marked 
panel free for you. 


Best buys 

By paying quite a lot of money 
you can get an easy-to-use 
Miele Premier Novo (£700), 
which is a front loader with a 
very wide opening door and 
good controls. For less money 
there’s the AEG OKO Lavamat 
(£450), which also had good 


controls and was reasonably 


Need to find 


solutions to 


independence 
@ 


easy to load and unload. Both 
also did well in the Which? 
tests. Other front loaders had 
pros and cons, but if you’re 
planning to buy a new 
machine, it’s certainly worth 
looking at the detailed results 
in the RICA factsheet. 

Top loaders may be worth 
considering if crouching is a 
problem or you’re very short on 
kitchen space. 

The three top loaders we 
tested are probably unlikely to 
be suitable for you if you have 
weak or stiff hands and arms, 
because of the strength and 
dexterity needed to deal with 
the inner door. The main 


programme controls were not 
terribly easy to use either. 
The three tested washer driers 


The Servis top loader 
ROBIN BECKHAM 


Want to compare and We, 


test before you buy. 
e@ 

Want to see all the 
market leading 
products 
e 
Want a great 
day out 


Don’t miss this great 
event, with free 
seminars and lots 

to see and do. 


=> 


The Miele Premier Novo 


performed less well than the 
front loader washing machines 
in the Which? tests and none 
stood out in our ease-of-use 
assessments either. 

You can get full details on the 
15 machines from RICA’s latest 
factsheet, which includes 
photos. March 1999 Which? 
also has a report on the 
performance of these machines. 
So don’t despair if you’re 
suddenly faced with the trauma 
of buying a new machine — help 
is at hand. 


For RICA’ free factsheet, 
Choosing a washing machine 
that’s easy to use, send an A4 
SAE to RICA, 24 Highbury 
Crescent, London N5 1RX. 


If you want to find out about 
subscribing to Which?, tel: 
0800-252 100 for more details. 
A year’s subscription costs £59. 
Your library will probably also 
keep copies of the magazine. 


Independent 


Living Show 


Date 


* Powe “f Fold 7 [raat 
* Adjustable Se 
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The Naidex New Product Showcase, sponsored by Disability 
Now, has been a great success. Over 50 companies vied to win 


this top award in the field of rehabilitation equipment. 
a 


Ten companies were ee 
shortlisted, covering a wide- 
range of products launched 
in the UK during the last 12 
months. 

Nottingham Rehab 
Suppliers’ Seahorse 
Sanichair is a toileting/ 
shower chair that caters for 
the growth of children. 

Theraposture’s Chair-Bed, 
solves the problem of 


moving from chair to bed 
by having the benefits of 
both in one product. 

1998’s New Product 
Showcase winner, Smith & 
Nephew, has Absorber 
Crutches (above), which 
claim to reduce tiredness by 
softening the impact on 
users’ muscles and bones 
by up to 90 per cent. 
National Mobility have 
entered for the first time with Stowaway (left), a unique storage 
shelter for electronic scooters which has a powerpoint for the 
battery charger. 

The other six finalists are: ORO UK for their Advanced Sleep 
System — a programmable intelligent bed; MMO’s Hugo 
Adjustable Wheelchair; Warren Hooker Rehab’s EVO Bath Lift; 
and DC Doors for their Bi-Fold Flush Door — which opens from 
the centre, giving better access in emergencies. 


Video top five Pe ee 


1. SMALL SOLDIERS (CIC): 
Another Toy Story marches J 
to the top. 

2. ANTZ (CIC): More animated 
mayhem for the family. | 
3. THERE’S SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY (Fox Pathe): 
It’s still here — it’s still rude. 

4. THE EXORCIST (Warner): The 
best horror film ever made 
comes back to life. 

5. A PERFECT MURDER (Warner): 
Michael Douglas and oO 
Gwyneth Paltrow in Dial M 
for Murder remake. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 


{ Word-for-word captions. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Banish 4. Amber 
8. Ambidextrous 9. Lodge 
10. Edge 12. Nature 13. Bunyan 
15. Cancer 18. Landseer 

20. lotem 21. Generous 
DOWN: 1. Braille 2. Nobody 
3. Suddenly 5. Murder 

6. Respect 7. Existence 

11. Defecate 13. Brace 

14. Nudge 16. Arts 

17. Ramp 19. Ego 


Full coverage of 


Naidex in the 
July issue 


The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) is 

holding Genetic Testing and Early Diagnosis, a one- 
sy vanamer day conference at Europe’s biggest exhibition of tech- 
owe nology for deaf people, 18 June, Wolverhampton. For 
details contact Allie Hamilton or Alan Henderson, tel: 0171-490 
8656, fax: 0171-251 5020, e-mail: allie@ndcs.org.uk. 


Muscle Power!, the national organisation of people with neuro- 
muscular impairments, celebrates its 10th anniversary with an 
AGM and the conference Breaking Down Bureaucratic Barriers, 
19 June, Pride Park Stadium, Derby. Contact Richard Shaw, 
General Secretary, Muscle Power!, PO Box 5022, Derby DE21 4ZS. 


4 London Zoo is holding a children’s day, 19 June, with 
"music, talks and activities for children and adults 
LeNDON 200 with special needs, including a “meet and touch” the 
animals session. Sign language interpretation at all the events. 
Details from Claire Robinson, tel: 0171-449 6551, fax: 0171-449 
6579, e-mail: joanne.cooper@zsl.org. 


CHANGE are holding a People with Learning Disabilities as_ 
_Lay Assessors conference, 22 June, London. Includes workshops 


and the launch of a new lay assessors training pack. Contact 


‘Justine March or Christine McMahon, tel: 0171-490 2668, mini- 
com: 0171-490 3483, e-mail: contact@changeuk.demon.co.uk. 


The Repetitive Strain Injury Association (RSIA) will hold its 


AGM conference and exhibition, 26 June, London. Topics will 


include welfare reform and the future direction of RSIA. For — 
details write to RSIA, 380-384 Harrow Road, London W9 2HU, 


tel: 0800-018 5012. 


The Scoliosis Association (SAUK) will hold regional Ss 
meetings, 26 June, Bristol, and 18 September, - 


Middlesbrough. There will be talks by consultant 

orthopaedic surgeons specialising in the treatment of 
scoliosis, and question and answer sessions. Contact Pauline 
Grey, SAUK, 2 Ivebury Court, 323-327 Latimer Road, London 
W10 6RA, tel: 0181-964 5343. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI, NEW FOR 1999. 


CARAVELLE 


Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


operation. 


Come and 
see us at 
The Mobility 
Roadshow, 


Crowthorne, 
25-27 June 


Stand 27/28 


CADDY KOMBI 


This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 
glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 

Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 


conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


e INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 
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http://www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 
Established 1983 


A Capability Scotland, 
<C> the country’s largest 
—w disability organisa- 


-tion, has launched a new acces- 


sible website, with text only 
version, audio navigation but- 
tons and highligted menus. You 
can see it at www.capability- 


-scotland.org.uk. 


The Making Connections Unit 
at Glasgow Caledonian 
University has launched a new 
Scottish disability information 
mailing list where information 
providers can 
news/details. There’s also a dis- 
cussion forum. Take a look at 
www.connections.gcal.ac.uk/ 
MailList/DisList.html. 


exchange 


aN The RNIB Sunshine 
eens House School in 
Southport offers children up to 
16 with visual impairments 
specialist assessments in phys- 
iotherapy, speech and language 
therapy and functional vision. 
Contact Judy Bell, RNIB 
Sunshine House School, 2 
Oxford Road, Southport, 
Merseyside PR8 2JT, tel: 
(01704) 567174, e-mail: 
jbell@rnib.org.uk. 


Turismo per Tutti (Tourism for 
All) publishes Rome — why not? 
—a guide giving information on 
the accessibility of attractions 
and accommodation in Rome. 
It also lists contact details of 
organisations giving disability 
advice. Write to Tourism for 
All Association, via Enrico 


-Giglioli 54a, 00169 Roma, Italy, 


tel: 00 396 2326 7504/5. 


dass: Action for Better 
g Access in north-west 
z England, promotes 
the independence and integra- 
tion of disabled people through 
activities, representation and 
services. They are also estab- 
lishing a network of access 
groups. For more information, 
contact Clarissa Clarke, ABA, 
221 Waterloo Road, Blackpool 
FY4 3AA, tel: (01253) 760076. 


The Disabled Pen Friends 
Service (UK) is open to disabled 
people of any age, nationality 
or sexuality. For an application 
form, contact Bill Naismith, 
PO Box 42, Newton-Le- 
Willows, Warrington, Cheshire 
WA3 2FF, tel: 0850-491 131 
(mobile), fax: (01942) 269133. 


The 12th Long Term Care 
Directory of Major Providers is 
available from Laing & Buisson 
at £140. It includes 290 profit- 
making, and 150 non-profit- 
making home providers for 
learning disabled and mentally 
ill people. Order from Laing & 
Buisson Publications, 29 Angel 
Gate, City Road, London 
EC1V 2PT, or by credit card, 
tel: 0171-833 9123. 


The 8th National Conference for Special 
Educational Needs, Policy and Practice, will be 


enquiries@johncatt.co.uk. 


The Maternity Alliance will hold one-day workshops on mater- 
nity rights and benefits on 7 July, 16 September, 19 October and 
1 December at the Alliance’s London office. Topics include 


social security entitlement for those on low incomes, health and. 


safety, and how to enforce rights. Bookings and information 
from the training officer, The Maternity Alliance, 5th Floor, 45 
Beech Street, London EC2P 2LX, tel: 0171-588 8583. 
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The Wales Disabled Drivers Roadshow 1999 will be held 17 July, 
Barry, South Glamorgan. The exhibition includes adapted/con- 
verted vehicles, wheelchairs/scooters, plus stalls, a funfair and 
displays. More details from the Wales Disabled Drivers 
Assessment Centre, 18 Plasnewydd, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF4 
INR, tel/fax: (01222) 615276. 


Mencap’s Learning for Life conference is on 
17 September, Bournemouth. It will offer practi- 
cal ideas to people concerned with educating chil- 
dren aged 5-16 with severe and multiple learning 
disabilities. Register with NG Events, 19 Station Road, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EE tel: (01449) 673723. 


NI DAEWOO 


menceD 


MORE MOTABILITY 
BENEFITS DIRECT 
FROM DAEWOO 


3 YEARS 
INSURANCE 


3 YEARS SERVICING 


3 YEARS RAC 
COVER 


The Nubira 1.6 SE, includes as standard: 
@ ABS @ Central locking/alarm ® Dual air bags 
®@ Power steering ® Air conditioning @ Alloy wheels 
Plus no advance payment 


NO ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
AND A CHOICE 
OF CARS 


The Lanos 1.4 SE, includes as standard: 
@ ABS ®@ Central locking @ Dual air bags @ Power steering 
@ Tilt steering column @ Immobiliser 
Plus no advance payment and up to £936 DLA rebate 


Should you, or a member of your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the 


CREDITED 


higher rate, you could be driving a brand new Daewoo Lanos 1.4 SE or Nubira 1.6 
SE with nothing else to pay... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Plus the Lanos 1.4 


SE 3 and 5 door models currently enjoy up to £936 rebate (rebated monthly) on your allowance over a three year constant 


lease term. Should you wish, we will gladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, so-you can test drive a Daewoo 


for yourself. 


For information on the Daewoo range and your nearest Motability accredited Outlet, call us free on: 


0800 309 903 
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New products on the market 


What are claimed to be the first 


inc 


handled like normal underwear 
are 
relaunched ranges of pants in 
the past year. 

The Tena pants can be pulled 


up 


pants, or torn off, and can be 
wrapped up for easy disposal. 
They have double cuffs to 
improve protection, soft elastic 


ontinence pants that can be 


among four new or 


Hygiene Products at 


and down like normal 


www.tena.co.uk. 


Hyundai has been voted the UK 
Automotive Company of the Year 1999 by the 
European Institute of Transport Management 
and heralded as “one of the top players in 
the UK automotive industry”. 


When we design and build cars like the 
Hyundai Atoz, who are we to disagree? 


According to Autocar, the Hyundai Atoz 


represents a “potentially class-busting 


combination of packaging, performance and 


equipment”. (25-2-29) 


And with easy access via 5 doors, power : 
assisted steering, great headroom and superb Q 
visibility, the Atoz range starts at just £6,949". 


to give a contoured fit and a 
cloth-like exterior so you won’t 
be embarrassed by the rustle 
you can often get from plastic 
materials. Contact SCA 


Southfields Road, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 3E], tel: 
(01582) 677400, website: 


At the same time, Shiloh 
Healthcare has extended its 


range of Contisure 
incontinence pads. Contisure 
now has three types of pad — 
Select, Premium and Unique, 
all sold in compact packaging 
and with double density for 
extra absorbency. Products in 
the Select range now have a 
better shaped fit and are much 
softer than they were before. 
Robinson Activ, meanwhile, 
has introduced a range of briefs 


The Atoz+ has luxuries such as air- 
conditioning, central locking, electric front 


windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and a — 


driver’s airbag as standard for only £7,949". 


There’s also the option of a. 3-speed fully 
automatic transmission, or (to special order) 
a 5-speed semi-automatic transmission, still 
with no advance pee on the Motability 
Scheme.t 


For full details on the Hyundai ‘Motability’ 


Scheme and the exciting ‘Hyundai range of — 
coupés, hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call — 
Hyundai free on 0800 981 981 or visit our - 


The Hyundai Atoz. 


Power assisted steering. Automatic transmission. 


But no initial payment. 


Open wide and say “wow”. 


N 


HYUNDAI ATOZ. WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 


HYUNDAI 


UK Automotive Company 
of the Year 1999 


The new Tena pants, which have various new features 


for mild to moderate 
incontinence in its new range of 
products for women. 

The line has been designed to 
look attractive and includes a 
skin cleanser and moisturiser. It 


Shiloh’s Contisure range 


also has a spray to save you 
worrying about leaving public 
toilets clean. Contact Robinson 
Activ at Waterside, Walton, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire $40 | 
1YF, helpline: (01246) 505450. 

The well-established brand 
Hartmann has relaunched its 
Molicare range, which has 
several skincare products, 
including a skin cleansing foam 
and a room freshening spray. 

Molicare pads are designed 
for men and women with 


The Bard Uristand . 


everything from light to very 
heavy incontinence. 

You can also get pants for | 
men, women, boys and girls, - 
and duvet protectors and bed 
sheets. More information about 


these products from Paul 
Hartmann, Unit P2, Heywood 


(ee eee at = ,949 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,949, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). 
p semi-automatic transmission £470, 3- -speed automatic transmission £699. Subject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. 
Distribution Park, Pilsworth 


a “ge 
*This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 S/Motability Road Heywood Lancashire 
> | 


Dicabiheuacu Tene dag: nf 


isabilityNow June 1999 


EE 


Incontinence 29 


OL10 2TT, tel: (01706) 363200, 


order hotline: (01706) 363244. 

So much for the pads. Bard 
has launched three new 
products designed to ensure 
that people with incontinence 
can still pursue an active and 
mobile lifestyle. 

The Uristand eliminates the 
need for those who use urine 
drainage bed bags to make up 


The new Robinson Activ range 


some Heath Robinson 
contraption to support the bag 


when they are away from home. 


The stand can rest on the 
floor or be attached to the side 
of a bed and can be packed flat 
when you are off on the move 
again. It has been designed to 
suit Bard’s Uriplan bags. 

Bard has also introduced a 
Flip-Flo catheter valve to go 
with any Foley catheter, which 
allows urine to be stored 
naturally in the bladder and 
then disposed of by simply 
turning a lever. The lever lies 
flat against the tube so it is 
unobtrusive. For more 


The Flip-Flo catheter valve 


information about any of these 
products, contact Bard, Forest 
House, Tilgate Forest Business 
Park, Brighton Road, Crawley, 
West Sussex RH11 9BP, tel: 
(01293) 527888. 

New products from Danish 
company Coloplast include a 
continence guard designed to 
give women with stress 
incontinence greater bladder 
control, and a self-sealing 
Urisheath to provide all-day 


protection from bladder 


leakage for men. 


Help is on the horizon 


A report out this month looks like good news for incontinence, Peter Baber reports 


It may be rashly optimistic to 
suggest this — it’s certainly 
something we don’t hear often 
in DN — but this month people 
with severe incontinence may 
just start to see light at the end 
of a dark, dark tunnel. 

A report commissioned by the 
Department of Health on 
incontinence provision is due 
out sometime in June, and 
informed sources have told DN 
it could end “postcode 
rationing” of services. 

Last summer, when DN 
looked at the state of 
incontinence provision, 
“postcode rationing” was 
something that was worrying 
people who used services. 
Many were not getting the 
amount of pads they needed, 
while others were being told 
they were “lucky” to have the 
quantity they were getting, 
considering the predicament of 
people in neighbouring health 
authorities (DN, June 1998). 

DN has learned that the 
report, compiled by a body of 
medical professionals and one 
service user, is likely to lay 
down best practice guidelines 
for incontinence services. It is 
also likely to suggest that 
situations of inequality could 
be averted if more people were 
treated surgically instead of just 
being continually prescribed 
incontinence pads. 

David Pollock, director of the 
Continence Foundation, was 


feel at 


Ca 


Conveen : Systems offer an entire range of effective aids for continence car 
We are specialists in developing healthcare products and we are committed t 


Conveen Security+ Sheath 


The Conveen Security+ 
Sheath range all feature 
he unique anti-kink outlet | . 
h ensures complete - 


ls 
' Conveen Sec 


vociferous last year in his 
criticism of services. But he 
approves of what the report 
will recommend now. 

“There is too much of a 
tendency to put people on pads 


‘There is a tendency to 
put people on pads and 
leave them there, rather 
than cure them.’ 


and leave them there, rather 
than cure them,” he says. 

Others we spoke to last year 
think the situation has 
improved. Nancy Skelton from 
Barrow-in-Furness was the 
person who was told she was 
“lucky”. “Things have 
improved a bit for me because I 
now get pads to meet my 
needs,” she says. 

But she and many others DN 
contacted said they are only 
better off because they made a 
fuss. Lynn Laing from Chapel 
St Leonards in Lincolnshire 
says she only got what she 
wanted because, as a local 
government officer, she is well 
versed in writing “snotty 
letters” to get what she wants. 

“That’s unfair,” she says. “I 
am in a position to know how 
these people operate. But most 
people with this condition can’t 
say boo to a goose.” 

And it is quite clear that, 
while the situation in many 


Be< EasiCath Catheters have 
a lubricated surface and 

--smooth coated eyelets 
which: offer increased 
comfort when performing 
intermittent catheterisation. 


EasiCath Catheter 


areas may have improved, there 
are still problems. Nancy 
Skelton knows people in her 
area who, having got the supply 
of pads they need from the 
NHS, are frightened to apply 
for smaller ones when their 
condition improves, because 
they fear their supply might be 
terminated. So they just put up 
with the discomfort of wearing 
bulky pads. This is just one of 
the issues she has written to 
Health Minister John Hutton 
about. It is Mr Hutton who 
will be considering the 
implications of the new 
recommendations. 

But even if the report could 
mean the end of “postcode 
rationing”, there are still the 


‘Incontinence is the first 
thing that forces people 
into a nursing home.’ 


accessory concessions to 
consider. Lynn Laing was 
amazed to find that Nancy 
Skelton gets an orange badge. 
Incontinence is not considered 
a serious enough disability for 
that in her part of Lincolnshire. 
“T live by the coast,” she says, 
“and in the summer you can 
drive for miles to find a parking 
spot.” Not good when you 
desperately need the loo. 

Then of course there is the 
money. The review body’s remit 


John Hutton: reading report 


did not include considering 
how much extra funding was 
needed, so won’t this make 
their report a lot of hot air? 

Campaigners don’t think so. 
David Pollock thinks that, for 
the time being at least, 
improvements are possible 
within current budgets. 

But Colin McLean, chairman 
of Incontact, an umbrella 
organisation of support 
groups, thinks the report will 
force the minister to consider 
increasing funding. “In the 
Department of Health 
incontinence has been getting a 
fair wind at the moment,” he 
says. “It is the first thing that 
forces people into a nursing 
home. The costs of not 
increasing funding would 
definitely lead to enormous 
burdens elsewhere.” 


Conveen Anal Plug is 

designed to manage faecal 
incontinence. It is the only: 
product of its kind available 
on prescription. 


Conveen Anal Plug 


The company claims its anal 
plug, which can be inserted 
into the anus and quickly 
expands to form a barrier that 
lasts up to 12 hours, is the only 
such product available on 
prescription. For more details, 
contact Coloplast, 
Peterborough Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6FX, tel: 
0800-220 622. 


Coloplast, Conveen and EasiCath 
are registered trademarks owned by 
~ Coloplast A/S, DK-3050 Humlebeek. 

© Coloplast Ltd. Peterborough, UK. 


Freefone UK 0800 220 622 
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30 Books 


arathon man 


Chris Moon is one of those 
names that you know but aren’t 
always sure 
why. I knew 
he had been 
in an acci- 
dent. I knew 
that he was 
an amputee 
and that he 
had run the 
London Marathon. It was high 
time to put a story to the name. 
Although One Step Beyond is 
not the sort of book I normally 
read, once I had picked it up I 
found it absorbing, if not 
altogether pleasant. The 
realities of war-torn areas like 
Cambodia are horrific but are 


even more disturbing when you 
know that the narrative is going 
to end in Moon’s impairment. 
The scenes of his accident are 
made even more striking by 
Chris’ writing style: he explains 
it all as if it is happening here 
and now. 

Chris’ early life is given in 
enough detail to paint a picture 
of how he became the person 
he is, without getting bogged 
down in unimportant detail. 

Probably the most interesting 
section for me is when he talks 
about public fascination as to 
how “it” happened — the 
temptation to blame the 
disability on crocodiles is 
resisted. I found that I had 


fallen into the same trap of 
curiosity. You know that it is 
going to happen, and it is 
almost a relief to hear'the 
details and learn about the 
aftermath. For someone who 
can be a bit of a cynic, I found 
the way he dealt with such a 
major change and almost re- 
planned his life before his body 
had been cleared from the 
minefield was inspiring and 
strangely humbling. 

He completed his first 
marathon, the pain of which I 
associate with my first 
marathon. His description 
brought back memories and 
gave a twinge of happiness, 
knowing that in one part of our 


lives we shared similar feelings. 

I found it hard coming to the 
end of the book and realising 
that I wouldn’t get to know 
everything that I wanted to. 

Of course there was the love 
interest and I would like to 
know what happens there. 
Perhaps that will be in part two 
—I certainly hope so. 

Tanni Grey 


Macmillan, £16.99. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Readers can get £2 offthe 
RRP of One Step Beyond oa 
£1 of this will be donated to 
DN. Send a cheque, Laeet 


DN, to Book Services by Post, 
PO Box 22; Douglas, Isle ae 
Man, M99 1BO, or tel: (01624) 
675137 to pay by credit card. : 
P@P free in the UK. 


An irrepressible White spirit 


“They all think they can be the 
next Tony Blackburn,” sniffs 
the BBC 
Radio 
Solent 
receptionist, 
talking of 
aspiring 
journalists 
trying to get 
a foot in the 
door. “I understand her dis- 
gust,” writes Peter White, now 
the BBC’s disability correspon- 
dent. “The idea that Mr 
Blackburn might be replicated 
even once appalled me too.” 

In See it My Way Peter has 
written a lively account of his 


PETER WHITE 
Scott “My Way 


life, deadpan in large part but 
punctuated with anecdotes of 
laugh-out-loud calibre. 

He was the second blind child 
of sighted parents who made 
his childhood a very happy one. 

The idyll was shattered by the 
education system. 

It offered only special “blind 
boarding schools”, with 
Spartan conditions. 
Segregation was followed by 
abrupt integration at university, 
for which he had been ill- 
prepared. Navigation, he 
admits, has never been his 
strong point (as the campus 
ornamental fountain could 
testify) and there seems to have 


BATHING WITH CONFIDENCE 


e Exceptionally quiet & 
smooth operation. 


e Padding seat for 
comfort and support. 


e Lightweight design and 
“quick release” system 
for easy installation 
and removal. 


available for optimum 
space saving. 


Tel: 0151 236 5311 


The Huntleigh Leo® 
Bathlifter 


e Folding version ” 


TO ARRANGE A FREE DEMONSTRATION 
CALL 0151 236 5311 


i 
Huntleigh 


KINETICS 


Tailoring solutions to your moving & handling requirements 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN 


Fax: 0151 236 4698 


been little educational support. 
He dropped out. 

After a few false starts, the 
irrepressible White spirit saw 
him doorstepping Radio 
Solent. He became a news 
reporter, then a presenter on 
Radio Four. 

A running theme of the first 
half of the book is Peter’s 
“trouble with girls”. He had 
little sense of the reality of 
“breasts and vaginas”, and 
most of the girls he met wished 
only to mother or nurse him. 

White’s first Law of Disability 
states: “People’s ability to cope 
comfortably with blindness is 
in inverse proportion to their 


Fully tested ff 
at Blackpool 
Wheelchair 
Evaluation 
Centre. 


ALDERSLEY 
POWERCHAIRS 


aren't just for cheeky 
youngsters! They are 
also made for slightly 
more sophisticated 
adults too —up to 

50 stones carrying 
capacity if required! 


Only available direct from: 

ALDERSLEY BATTERY 
CHAIRS LIMITED 

; New Cross Street, 


A FIRST FOR BRITAIN! 


50 stones down to 5 stones carrying capacity. 


THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 


ALL CHAIRS HAVE SUSPENSION FOR COMFORT AND CAN 
BE CUSTOMISED TO SUIT THE INDIVIDUAL CLIENT. 


Wednesbury, Lis Midlands WS10 7ST 


supposed sensitivity to it.’ 

After much “cloying 
solicitude”, he meets his future 
wife Jo who, among other 
attractions, has one supreme 
asset: “She was thoroughly 
indifferent to the issue of my 
blindness,” he says. “We talked 
our heads off, almost as if we’d 
never spoken to anyone in the 


‘world before.” 


This is an engaging book — 
there is much more to it and 
Peter than a triumph over 
tragedy tale. 

Agnes Fletcher 


Little, Brown & Company, 
£1299. 


For further details and/or free assessment 
Tel: 0121 568 8999 
Fax: 0121 568 8868 


But life is 
elsewhere 


Disabled writers can seem to 
labour under a moral impera- 
tive to relate experience of dis- 
ability to a literary world that 
all too often portrays disabled 
people as objects of pity. 

Christopher Nolan, who won 
the 1987 Whitbread Prize for 
Under the Eye of the Clock, an 
autobiographical novel about a 
man with cerebral palsy, has 
taken a different road in this 
novel. He now writes from his 
experience as an Irishman, not 
a disabled person. 

The Banyan Tree focuses on 
countrywoman Minnie 
O’Brien, from young bride to 
lonely, dying widow. She 
watches as her family leaves her 
one by one. 

Rarely does the story stray 
from Minnie’s hearth, the 
seasonal round of butter 
churning and peat digging, and 
waiting, waiting, waiting. Life 
is elsewhere, it seems. 

Nolan’s observational skills 
are much in evidence. His 
verbal pyrotechnics, often 
likened to James Joyce, are 
sometimes dazzling. Mostly 
they are merely blinding. 

This is heavy fare, not much 
leavened by plot. There is a 
Hardyesque tussle for land 
between Minnie and the 
rapacious Jude Fortune, but the 
moral dilemma is zebra black- . 
and-white, as Nolan repeatedly 
reminds us how grasping 
Fortune is. 

After early promise, Nolan 
has traded his unique world 
perspective for a rather 
derivative family saga. 


Alex White 


Phoenix House, £16.99. 


Book news 


In Time of our Lives, Tom 
Kirkwood tries to explain the 
mysteries of ageing. That might 
sound heavy, but Kirkwood 
writes in a lively style for a gen- 
eral readership. There are a few 
scientific bits — concentrate! — 
but it is worth persevering to 
get practical information and 
anecdotes. Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson, £20. 

Roger Spoor’s To Earth with a 
Bump is the story of how Spoor 
broke his back and then 
adapted to his new life. The 
Pentland Press, £17.95. 

The eighth edition of 
Outdoor Transport gives 
information about equipment 
for disabled people in vehicles. 
The Disability Information 
Trust, Mary Marlborough 
Centre, Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre, Oxford OX3 7LD, tel: 
(01865) 227592, £10. 


Disabilitynow June 1999 


a 


The Hill Top Trail in 
endover Woods is 


n the north edge of the 
hilterns escarpment in 


t e Upper Icknield Way, is a 
atch of woodland that 
ncludes a particularly favourite 


beech, ash, maple, mountain 
ash and mature yew trees, wild 
raspberries and blackberries, 
tree stumps covered in bright 
green moss and many flowers. 
First come the dog’s mercury 
and wood sorrel, ground ivy 
and violets. By the end of April 
bluebells form a brilliant carpet 
and later you get yellow 
archangel, foxgloves, rose bay 
willow herb and lovely 
flowering grasses. In winter, 
beneath the trees, birds and 


Walking in wonderland: bluebells form a fabulous carpet in spring 


walk of mine. 

Three miles from Wendover 
along the A4011 is a right-hand 
turn to St Leonards with a sign 
for Wendover Woods. About 
200 yards up this road the 
woods start. As they are owned 
by the Forestry Commission, 
there is a small charge for entry. 
The road is closed from dusk to 
8am, and speed restrictions 
apply. 

The drive is through beautiful 
mixed woodlands with verges 
alive with flowers including 
celandine, coltsfoot, cowslips, 
violets, honeysuckle, roses and 
other chalk-loving plants. You 
may see a pheasant, jay, 
woodpecker or chaffinch, a 
squirrel, rabbit or muntjac deer. 

After about three-quarters of 
a mile you come into a more 
open space which includes a car 
park, children’s play area and 
the start of the Hill Top All 
Ability Trail, so called because 
the surface is firm and suitable 
for wheelchairs or walking aids. 

To walk along this path after 
a fine covering of snow or frost 
is like a journey through 
fairyland. The wooden 
sculptured owl and wolf are 
even finer than usual. 

There are picnic areas and 
“perching” stools or benches at 
100-yard intervals. The trail is 
only about three-quarters of a 
mile long but meanders 
through a varied and 
interesting area. There are 


squirrels search among the 
decaying leaves for insects and, 
hopefully, the odd nut. 

The trail passes the highest 
point in the Chilterns, which is 
marked by a cairn and plaque. 

Crossing over the forest road, 


the path continues with one 
side bordered by closely 
planted pine trees. There is 
little light through the branches 
to encourage plant life, but in 


The path is fine for wheelchairs 


autumn interesting and varied 
fungi add colour. After about 
300 yards you come to the edge 
of the wood at the junction of 
Tan Drive. Suddenly there is a 
complete change of scenery, 
with long views down the track 
to the bow] below and hills of 
grassland and woods. You hear 
more birds, including the 
magpie and pheasant, and in 
May the cuckoo. A buzzard 
may hover above. 

Continuing the walk, turn 
right up the slight slope for 
about 50 yards to join the forest 
road. Beyond the clump of yew 


Knightsbridge ... keg 


LET YOUR WHEELS DO 
THE WALKING 


Do you suffer from stiff joints and 
need extra legroom for comfort? 


Stretch out, relax and let the 


New Knightsbridge 
take you there. 


Simple to manoeuvre, with 


easy to use controls. 


Ring for a home 
demonstration today! 


SJotability 


free 


¢ 
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der 


working together 


TELEPHONE (01536) 443888 
or write to: FREERIDER (UK) LTD 
FREEPOST MID 16985 
CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 
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My favourite walk 31 


ature, nature everywhere 


trees there are toilets (including 
one for disabled visitors) and 
the car park. Turning left 
completes the route. On fine 
afternoons there is a 
refreshment van and there are 


valuable breeding site for the 
tiny firecrest bird. 

Returning to the car park, you 
pass a small stand of beech 
trees from Chile on the left and 
nearby are cherry trees and 


Dunstable e e Luton 


=) 
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Aylesbury, MI 
pat 


Hemel 
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Hempstead 


Wendover M25 


wy, 


Amershame Watt 


High 
Wycombe 


M49 


Wendover is easy to reach from Aylesbury and Amersham 
more picnic benches and seats silver birch. 
and an information point with 
maps. Here you see the tall 
Scots pines at the start of the 
Firecrest Trail. These trees 
continue in a wide belt down 
the hillside and are part of a 


From the car park you follow 
the exit back to the main road. 
I never fail to feel glad that 
the Forestry Commission gives 
us access to such a beautiful 

and nature-filled area. 


There is a charge for the road. and car park (£1 for weekdays, £2 
at weekends and SOp after 4pm every day). 

Information and a What’s On leaflet can be obtained from the 
Forestry Commission, South East England Forest District, 
Upper Icknield Way, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 
5NE tel: (01296) 625825, fax: (01296) 696662. 


For total manoeuvrabi lity 
around $5 
- your home | 


a Rotates on the spot, turns Sharp corners — 
e No need to modify your home or office. 

e Adjustable seat height for 

working at desk or table 

_ Adjustable back 

and armrests for 

~~ total comfort 

e Full guarantee 


FREEPHONE STANNAH 


0800 715 442 


EXT. 6178 


Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration and trial. 


Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. [] 


Name 
Address 


a 
Stannah 


Power Chairs 


Postcode Tel. 
Stannah Power Chairs Limited, Dept 6178, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. Total manoeuvrability 


sz 


FIAT FIORINO 
standard floor and 
lowered floor versions 


WHY WAITAFORWA GRANT? THE SUMMER?S HERE: GET OUT. 
ANDI ABOUT WITH AVOUALITYAUSEDICONVERTED VEHICLE! 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR FULL RANGE OF NEW VEHICLES 
AND OUR HIGH QUALITY RANGE OF PREMIER USED VEHICLES, 
OFFERED AT ouliag clase & ATTRACTIVE ide 


MERCEDES VITO & V CLASS FIAT SCUDO 


“A universal new way to 
enjoy your freedom” 


—? SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348: @& 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 © Fax: 01484 400796 © Website: www.unimob.co.uk 


no nonsense vehicle conversions 
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Fun and games 33 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
> ¢ Energy levels are high and 
you can activate plans 
with some success. Don’t make 
big decisions around the 20th. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
 ¢ Your luck is changing, but 
don’t start new ventures 
yet. Make sure you talk to the 
right people so that you will be 
ready to zoom into action. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 
Romance is in the air. 
Play everything straight 
and you could be in for some 
surprises soon. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-25 Sept) 
I June will certainly be a 
time of transition. You 
have all sorts of ideas. Let them 
in, but try not to make any 
final decisions. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
ie You may have money 
worries. Don’t try to get 
out of them with any form of 
gambling. Sharing your dreams 
with a like-minded person of 
influence could bring rewards. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
> ¢ Romance appears on the 
horizon. You’ve had a 
hard time at work recently and 


you deserve a bit of tender lov- 


ing care just now. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
¥*& After a hectic time things 
should settle down. 
People rally round and you 
should be able to begin to move 
on now. Don’t start any new 
ventures just yet. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Ie You begin full of ideas, 
but they seem to peter 
out. These thoughts are worth 
hanging on to. You just need to 
find an ally to help you. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
Thoughts are coming 
faster than you can 
process them. Try to filter out 
the rubbish because there is real 
inspiration in there. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 
 ¢ Signs of stress start to 
appear. Take an early hol- 
iday if you can. At the end of 
the month you will meet some- 
one who can help you with 


your plans. 
ARIES (21 March-20 April) 


& Having set a project in 
motion you find yourself 
getting frustrated. Be patient 
with those around you — they 
are doing their best. 
TAURUS (21 April-21 May) 
%& Don’t rely on conversa- 
tion to sort problems out 
in June. You may have to make 
compromises that go against 
the grain. 


Your starsii DN’s crossword 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE” 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 


As predicted by the inner circle 
of Batten, “Lanzo lunacy” hap- 
pened in a big way for Jon and 
yours truly. I would have sued 
the tour operators if it hadn’t. 

A striking discovery was Jon’s 
hitherto untested skills as a 
cameraman. Armed with a 
camcorder, nowhere was safe 
from the immaculate zoom and 
pan technique of Cecil B de 
Dunn. I’m not quite sure what 
he filmed on his own, but I 
suspect it won’t get an airing 
before the watershed. 

None too shocking was our 
amazing capacity for laziness. 
Many an hour was spent 
staring skyward on the beach. I 
remained as pale as ever, but a 
mildly boiled lobster seemed to 
be lying next to me after a few 
days. Some cars even stopped 
for Jon, evidently mistaking 
him for a traffic light. 

Then there was the New Inn, 
the place that probably saw 
more of us than our apartment 
did. After a few (lengthy) visits, 
we found ourselves adopted by 
several of the rather attractive 


Sevibble pad 


Candid Dan dids 


Dan returns from Lanzarote and 
is already planning the next trip 


staff. Andrea vied for (and 
won) Jon’s affections, 
plastering a smug grin across 
his ample chops, which didn’t 
leave, even in sleep. Judy’s 
mission was to rob me of all 
coherence and the ability to 
stand upright by feeding me 
lethal cocktails. She succeeded 
admirably several times. 

The girls had us on constant 
karaoke duty. Jon kept quiet, 
whilst I decided to unleash a 
terrifying sonic attack, 
murdering a few well-known 
favourites. A job offer of bar 
clearer was made, which was 
rejected with an offended sniff. 

None of our friends’ 
predictions came true, much to 
their dismay. A few incidents 
did occur which they said 
wouldn’t. I’m keeping mum on 
those though. 

Waving a sad farewell to our 
new mates, thoughts on next 
year’s trip arose. Barcelona is 
being toyed with, as are 
increased numbers. This was a 
rehearsal; the best is yet to 
come, I’m afraid. Very afraid. 


CROSSWORD COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS) 


Answers on page 26 


| Ls 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD * HALESOWEN ¢ WeEsT MIDLANDS * B62 9HB 
TEL/FaAx: 0121 561 1015 


¢ Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
¢ Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
* Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
¢ Paediatric and adult sizes 
¢ Built in pressure relief 
¢ Tailored to your 
requirements 
¢ Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


Freephone: 0800 056 8759 


Few ew ewe wee ee eee eee eee eee eee 


[_] Please send me a full information pack 


Post code: 


[_] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration ! 


Address: 


Telephone No.: 
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DisabilityNOW linage 


¢ Personal 


SPIRITUAL BUT NOT religious male. 
Attractive, graduate into reading, animals, 
the sea, mysticsm etc, slightly disabled, 
seeks lady soulmate, age 30+. Box No. 368 


NUGGET OVERGROUND FASCINATION. 
Good price paid for back issues. E-mail 
raybarret@hotmail.com. Box No. 369 


DISABLED LADY, 30. Likes socialising, 
music, discos, animals, cinema and the- 
atre shows. Looking for able bodied 
male, 30-32. George Clooney look-a-likes 
if possible. Same interests. Box No. 370 


GENTLEMAN, WHEELCHAIR USER, So. 
Interests include politics, media, comput- 
ing and clothing design for larger people. 
Wltm a large, sensible, well educated, 
affectionate, sexually experienced lady, 
with similar interests. Preferably able 
bodied and a professional. Box No. 371 


WANTED — GENT, DISABLED, mobile — by 
lady, same in 70s. Caring nature. Cambs 
or any surrounding area. Box No. 372 


YOUNG GAY MAN, 36, tall, blue eyes, short 
hair. Hobbies are music, drama and com- 
peting in sports. I am a student at univer- 
sity. Looking for a male aged 21-50. I 
would like friendship and hopefully more 
in time. Box No. 373 


HELLO, MY NAME is Gita. I am a pro- 
foundly disabled, intelligent 40-year-old 
female. I enjoy going out to pubs, clubs 
etc. I wltm a sincere male for a loving 
relationship. Box No. 374 


GAY MAN, 50, with slight disability, from 
Yorkshire, wltm similar, aged 40-55 for 
friendship/relationship. I like theatre, cin- 
ema, music, dining out, pubs and holi- 
days. Non-scene please. Looking for a 
quiet, gentle natured person to share 
good times. Box No. 375 


MELVIN CRUTCHLEY IS looking to form a 
football team for people with learning 
and physical disabilities aged between 18 
and 35 years old. Could either they or 
their parents write to me for more 
details. Box No. 376 


PETER JARUS, BORN 27 May 1941 in 
Guildford, please contact Sally Wise. Box 
No. 377 


1 AM AN intelligent, independent, lively, 
caring, 52-year-old professional female 
with a visual impairment. My interests 
include social issues/current affairs, 
books, cinema, classical music, exploring 
new places, walks with my dog, good 
conversation and debate. Wltm a warm 
hearted, confident, intelligent, n/s male 
with an open mind and a positive atti- 
tude to life. Box No. 378 


YOUTHFUL, NICE BLOKE in 40s, bearded, 
likes homemade wine and jam. Can grow 
organic veg’s health permitting. Wltm 
lady in the West Midlands. Box No. 379 


28-YEAR-OLD male with cp. Still living at 
home with parents. Would like to corre- 
spond with disabled people who have 


similar interests. I am a keen cricket/ 
sports fan. Also enjoy tv, films and 
music. Box No. 380 


48-YEAR-OLD northwest based male. 
Varied interests including female 
wrestling, reading, theatre and music. 
Wltm ladies, including bi-sexual females, 
for enjoyable relationship with view to 
longterm. Box No. 381 


EXECUTIVE MALE, EARLY 30s, wltm 
female aged 25-38, disabled or able bod- 
ied for lasting friendship/possible rela- 
tionship. Photo appreciated. Box No. 382 


¢ Wheelchairs/scooters 


BOOSTER LITE 4-WHEEL scooter. Hardly 
used, excellent condition. New cost 
£1,995, will accept £850. Tel: (01702) 
510049 (Essex). 


AUTOCHAIR HOIST ROOF box, vgc. £500 
ono. Tel: (01482) 569374. 


CELEBRITY PRIDE ELECTRIC scooter. 9 
months old, as new. £1,500 ono. Tel: 
(01179) 518756. 


POWERTEC F50S WHEELCHAIR, with all 
accessories. Battery charger, 55 amp gel- 
batteries in new condition. £1,800. Tel: 
(01285) 656112. 


SUNGIFT 600 SCOOTER. Road legal, 4- 
8mph, detachable roof, top model, many 
extras, good condition, £950. Could 
deliver. Tel: (01908) 667467 (Bucks). 


FORTRESS ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR with 
power tilt/recline on footrests. Excellent 
condition. Cost £8,000, will accept 
£3,500. Tel: (01905) 773901. 


SUNGIFT 500 SCOOTER, as new, very little 


‘used, top of the range. Up to 8mph, full 


road lights etc. High back seat with arm 
rests, shopping basket, complete with 
charger. Cost over £4,000, will accept 
£1,600. Tel:.(01942) 717726 (Lowton). 


COMMUTER ELECTRIC 3-WHEEL scooter 
with battery charger, new batteries and 
tyres, waterproof cape and cushion. 
£630. Tel: 0181-520 7717. 


STERLING CLASSIC 3-WHEEL scooter for 
sale. Damask red, lights, batteries, cape, 
basket. Carries 18 stone. Used 3 times 
only, vgc. Cost £2,695, will accept £800. 
Tel: (01298) 84430. . 


SUNDANCER 3-WHEEL SCOOTER. Used 
twice, cost £1,500, will accept £1,000. 
Also manual wheelchair, used twice, cost 
£399, will accept £200. Tel: 0121-541 
1847. 


THREE-WHEEL MOBILITY SCOOTER, stur- 
dy, with charger. Excellent condition, 
used 3 times. £1,000. Tel: (01908) 265953. 


LARK ELECTRIC SCOOTER, 3-wheel, just 
serviced. Will accept £450 ono. Tel: 
0181-883 3735. 


RASCAL CHALLENGER ELECTRIC wheel- 
chair. Indoor/outdoor, very manoeu- 
vrable, with electric seat lift. As new, 
£1,750 ono. Tel: 0181-883 3735. 


tel: 0171-619 7329, fax: 0171-619 7331, 


TWO WHEELCHAIRS FOR sale due to 
bereavement. F40, 2 years old, and Storm 
XC, 18 months old. Both in good condi- 
tion. Open to offers. Tel: 0181-598 8927. 


SPECTRA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. 
Attendant controlled, new July 798, vgc. 
£1,250. Details, tel: (01543) 502240 (Staffs). 


LIBERTY 2 POWERCHAIR, front wheel 
drive. Offers please. Tel: (01344) 620846. 


SUNDANCER PRIDE SCOOTER, hardly 
used, 9 months old. £850. Also winch 
available, £150. Tel: 0181-977 2220. 


FOUR-WHEEL DISCOVERY scooter. 2 years 
old. £800 ono. Tel: (01502) 586622. 


MORRIEN WHEELCHAIR MKIl fitted with 
Sampson powerdrive and battery charg- 
er. Hardly used, offers please. Tel: 
(01254) 235529. 


e Cars/vans 


MITSUBISHI CARISMA 1.8 GLX GDI, S reg, 
auto, white, 3,500 miles, central locking, 
electric windows and sunroof. Infra-red 
control system fitted. £10,500. Tel: 
(01582) 724160 (Luton). 


NISSAN VANETTE CONVERSION multi-use 
vehicle. Holds up to 7 people or 4 plus 2 
wheelchairs. Electric winch, rear heater, 
split central locking. R reg, 1997, fsh. Ex- 
taxi, excellent condition, great value. 
£13,500. Brighton area, tel: (01273) 
380650 (home) or 0802-878 934 (mobile). 


RENAULT EXTRA WITH full Gowrings con- 
version. Wheelchair ramp, extended 
glazed roof. 1.2 petrol, red, 1 owner, only 
5k miles. £5,495. Call Steve Bretherton 
now, tel: 0181-995 2564. 


RICON TAIL LIFT, little used. New cost 
£2,000, will accept £500 ovno. Tel: 
(01568) 760320. 


ELAP MOBILITY CAR seat to fit Ford 
Fiesta. No longer needed. New cost 
£496, bargain at £250 ono. Tel: (01980) 
652207. 


CHAIRMAN KANGOO, 1.2, blue, January 
99, ramp, wheelchair anchor points. 
£12,200 ono. Tel: (01492) 547130. 


RENAULT TRAFIC VAN. E reg, fittings for 
wheelchair passenger, MOT June. £750 
ono. Tel: 0181-856 0414. 


MERCEDES BENZ V230 Ambiente. 
Automatic, silver, 18 months old, 13k 
miles, grey leather interior, air condition- 
ing, stereo-radio cassette, twin sunroof, 
folding table. Fsh, fitted with fully auto- 
matic hubmatic sidelift. Also wheelchair 
clamps. £22,500 ovno. Tel: (01949) 
842021 or (01949) 838734. 


FORD ESCORT 1600. N reg, 1996, auto, 
1,200 miles only, metallic blue. Electric 
windows and handbrake, central locking, 
hand controls. Constables carchair for 


driver. £12,500. Tel: (01673) 885271. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT FOR sale. Gowering 
conversion, D reg, genuine 7,500 miles. 


£2,750 ono. Tel: (01225) 766075. 


minicom: 0171-619 7332, 


ELAP DISABLED PASSENGER car seat 
fixing poles, 33cm front/back, 42cm 
side/side. New, £200. Tel: 0181-445 3171. 


FORD TRANSIT AUTOMATIC. L reg, 25k 
miles, pas, electric windows, Ricon lift, 
tracking for two wheelchairs, rear seats, 
fsh, alarm. £8,500 ono. Tel: (01202) 733171. 


VW CARAVELLE 1990. 2.11, petrol. Swivel 
seats, powered steering. One owner, well 
maintained, vgc. £4,500. Tel: (01793) 
815145. 


FIAT FIORINO K REG. 1993, 1.4, petrol, 46k 
miles. Winch, clamps, ramp. 11 months 
MOT. £2,600. Tel: (01484) 545889. 


FORD ESCORT AUTO. H reg, 14k miles. 
Extra lightweight power steering. Air 
brakes, electric handbrake and windows, 
hand or foot controls. Driver’s carchair 
system with electric wheelchair. £3,500, 
or with original seat £2,500. Tel: (01932) 
229636. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, C REG. Rear access 
ramps plus hydraulic lowering suspen- 
sion. Seats three plus wheelchair seated 
passenger. MOT March 2000, 50k miles, 
very reliable, vgc. £1,950 ono. Tel: 
(01923) 440939 (Watford). 


RENAULT TRAFIC 2L DIESEL. K reg, 
1 owner, fsh, 78k miles, long MOT. 
Converted by KC Mobility, 3 rear seats 
(removable), wheelchair tracking, rear 
ramp, tow bar, single electrics. Good 
condition. £4,500 ono. Tel: (01501) 
763027. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT M REG. 1300cc, only 
9,400 miles, white. Hydraulic wheelchair 
ramp, 5 speed. Excellent condition. 
£8,750 ono. Tel: (01703) 897955. 


PEUGEOT 806 2.0 SR, petrol. 5 seats, 
S reg, 5,400 miles, Constables carchair 
front access system (passenger) fitted. 
Must sell due to bereavement. As new, 
£18,750. Tel: (01842) 811255 or (07957) 
872632 (mobile). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for Vauxhall 
Astra. Hardly used, offers please. Tel: 
(01254) 235529. 


¢ Household/family 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, RIGHTHAND, 12- 
stair, straight model. Excellent condition. 
£775 ono. Tel: (01923) 229653. 


THERAPOSTURE BED, AS new, and slum- 
ber recliner for sale. Tel: (01344) 420486. 


ELECTRIC BED, AS new, with gel-filled 
mattress. Excellent condition, £500. Tel: 
(01905) 773901. 


INVACARE CEILING TRACK hoist, as new, 
with remote control. £1,500. Tel: (01905) 
773901. 


SUITCASE RAMP, STAINLESS steel, new July 
98, vec. £90. Tel: (01543) 502240 (Staffs). 


KIRTIN FULLY ADJUSTABLE and multi- 
position orthopaedic armchair with 
table. Cost £850, will accept £550. Tel: 
(01373) 812694. 


I 


Classified linage advertisements (For Sale adverts only — not for Personal adverts) 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
I Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if 


r 
é 


pat | 


j_ | 2) | 


Ads cost £5.50 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone 
number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


you have to split words at the end. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) I 


Bec lees «| | 


+ Popes Be 


bale | | Ls 
|p icat aN AD dT srt Case ea a 


p_PN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5.50 a 
line. All small ads must be paid 
for in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
provided. Send it with a cheque 
for the total to Disability Now, 6 
Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit about 
25 words and send a cheque 


or postal order for £6 payable 
to Disability Now. This is to 
help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number and 
mark the envelope Private 
and Confidential. If you do 
not it will be opened. Send to 
DN, address on page 3. 


GIMSON STAIRLIFT FOR sale. 90 degree 
angle. £500. Tel: 0181-368 5368. 


PARKER BATH WITH fitted jacuzzi. Side 
door entry and fully recliable. Light blue, 
excellent condition. £700 ono. tel: 
(01522) 871716 or (07977) 039804. 


¢ Help required 
“EDITOR'S” CO-OPERATION REQUIRED by 


author of small work on caring. Must 
have experience of disability items. Please 
call Leon after 3pm, tel: 0181-959 7031. 


e Trikes 


PASHLEY CHILD’S TRIKE. Dark green, 
child’s seat, small basket, lights. 3 years 
old. New cost £720, will accept £650. 
Tel: (01264) 394014. 


WRK MEDIUM SUPABYKE with support 
frame and foot clamps. Tel: (01344) 
620846. 


e Combined adverts 


PORTABLE RAMP, SHOWER lift, wheel- 
chair. £150, £500, £100 ono respectively. 
Call Eddy, tel: 0171-700 4937. 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR SYSTEM, no lift- 
ing, manual wheelchair, £500. Chiltern 
Wispa portable hoist, WP model, 3 
lengths of track, 2.5m, 1 toileting sling, 1 
bath sling, £800. Tel: (01299) 832611 
(day) or (01299) 832809 (evening). 


BUGGY/PUSHCHAIR WANTED for large 10- 
year-old. Tel: (01442) 401400. 


WANTED — ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE bed, 
double or single, must be vgc. Tel: 0171- 
813 0633, e-mail: BryaHeiser@aol.com 


¢ Accommodation 


LUXURY 4/5 BED HOUSE with through- 
floor lift. Two bathrooms (1 adapted), 
large kitchen, balcony, double garage, 
garden for wheelchair. Near shops, 
5 minutes from the sea. Boscome, Dorset. 
£230,000. Tel: (01202) 250923 (evenings). 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 3). 

DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


DisabilityNow June 1999 


¢ Artists wanted 


website 
adverts 


All the recruitment, 
conference, seminar 
and course adverts in 
Disability Now get put 
on to the DN website 
for free. 


However, if you have 
missed the print 
deadline, you can still 
go on the website for a 
small fee. 


The advert will 
normally appear online 
on the same day 


So, if you want to take 
advantage of DN’s on- 
line adverts page, call 
the Richard Gresham, 
Advertising Manager, 
tel: 0171-619 7336, 
fax: 0171-619 7331, 
minicom: 0171-619 


Charity No. 1075026. 


School of Health and Social Care 


Would you like a career in the field of learning disability? 

Would you like a qualification to make that career worthwhile and 
rewarding? 

Would you like a wide range of employment opportunities once you 
are qualified? 


If the answer to these questions is YES you need to find out more about 
the BA (Hons) Health and Social Care/Registered Nurse(Learning 
Disabilities)/Diploma in Social Work course which offers the following: 


The two main professional qualifications, and a degree, in a three 
year (full-time) programme 


A proven track record in employment. 
If you are interested in this exciting, challenging course, please contact: 


Course admissions secretary on (01705) 845222, or email 


SECS.SHSC.Enquiries @port.ac.uk 
website: htp://www.hum.port.ac.uk.shsc 


eo 
Portsmouth 


A centre of excellence for University 8 
teaching and research 


Op 


Post Graduate Diploma/ : 
MA in Disability Studies ie 


This unique and hugely popular programme of study 

gives students the opportunity to work for either a Post Graduate 
Diploma or the Degree of Master of Arts (MA) in Disability Studies. 
The Scheme covers both theoretical and practical considerations 
relevant to the social dynamics of disablement and the disability 
experience. It is designed for people working in or planning a 
career in the general area of disability. Candidates will normally 
have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, 

but relevant experience will be taken into account, where 
appropriate. The course is taught in an accessible location and the 
University welcomes disabled students and applicants without 
conventional academic qualifications. 


THIS POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA/MA IN DISABILITY STUDIES 
PROGRAMME IS NOW AVAILABLE AS AN OPEN DISTANCE 
LEARNING PACKAGE. 


For further details please contact Marie Ross or Debbie Westmoreland 
at the Department of Sociology and Social Policy, University of 
Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT. 

Tel (and Minicom): 0113-233 4418 or Tel: 0113-233 4408. 


To advertise your vacancies or courses please contact the Advertising 


Manager, Richard Gresham, at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW, tel: 0171-619 7336, fax: 0171-619 7331, 
minicom: 0171-619 7332, e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


will have the potential to stimulate 
the sharing of skills across the 
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the profile of all areas of artistic creativity. Set to be launched in June 2000, 
r of the Artist will also involve the Arts Councils of Scotland, Wales and 


Eastern Arts Board Tel: 01223 215 355 
East Midlands Arts Board Tel: 01509.236 966 
London Arts Board Tel: 0171 240 1313 


orthern Arts Board Tel: 0191 281 2866 
ext: 133 


h West Arts Board Tel: 0151 709 0671 
thern Arts Board Tel: 01962 851 178 
East Arts Board Tel: 01892 507 200 
Tel: 01392 218 188 

Midlands Arts Board Tel: 0121 631 3121 
Tel: 01924 455 555 


:- Scotland, Wales and Northern 
also participating in the project, 
ails will bol Please contact: 


: For your 
Proposal Pack and 
deadlines, please 
contact the Regional 
Arts Board local to the 1 
_. area where you intend | E 
_ to place your work. 


__ Tel: 07041 564 035 


_ fel: 01232 385 200 
_ Tel; 01222 376 500 


eee | | 


eee 

OLS ABLED 
e s 

FOUNDATION 


DLF provides a wide range of training 
courses including 


Home Help 


Disability Discrimination Act part III 
— disabled people’s rights of access to 
goods and services. 


The Law & Practice of 
Equipment Provision. 


The Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


RP Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


Accident Prevention Awareness 
— home safety for the elderly. 


For further information please 
contact DLF training on 


0171-289 6111 


Minicom: 0171-432 8009 
Fax: 0171-266 2922 
E-mail: dlifinfo@dlf.org.uk 


Your ideal 
f/¢ man might 


be here 


A specialist introduction agency for people with 
disabilities. It also welcomes able-bodied people. 
h 
ashy 5A Qne\fax 
+ 226959 
Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 


52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich IP1 2PB 
A member of ABIA 


Market research company 
requires wheelchair users or 
people with mobility problems 
to take part in mystery shopping 
project starting in July. 
Involves visits to job centres 
across the UK to assess service 
provided to customers. 


lf interested please call 


0171-675 1990 


for application form. 


motoring field, or 
whether you want to 
take advantage of 
the increased 
readership for 


your classified . J 
advert, give \. 
DN’s advertising * f 
manager Richard \;/ 
Gresham a calltobook . ¥ , 
\/ 
your space. a, 


With the Mobility 
Roadshow at 
Crowthrone on 25- 
. 27 June, 
Disability Now 
*% is havinga 

@ dedicated 

_* motoring 
%, supplement in the 
__ July issue. We are also 
\ increasing our print by 
- an extra 50,000 copies. 
’? So, if you’re in the 


Marie Smith Dip. Psychol (Adv.) 
Counselling in your own home. 

In or out of office hours/weekends. 
Confidentiality 100% guaranteed. 
For details: Tel/fax (01226) 351754. 
Mobile: 0441-172 555. 


Disability Now is not responsible Tel: 0171-619 7336 


for claims made in the adverts it 
ae Fax: 0171-619 7331 


prints and all readers are advised 
to check claims with the advertisers 


before relying on them. 


Disabilitywow June 1999 


36 Classified 


ee a alee nea MER 


DisabilityNOW 


Sales Administrative Assistant 


part-time, £13,593 - £14,413 
(inc. ILW) pro rata 


We need an enthusiastic and well 
organised person to provide 
administrative support to the 

Advertisement Manager and Sales & 
Marketing Executive 3 days a week. 
You will have a thorough knowledge 
of office routines, be computer literate 
and able to work under pressure. 
Disabled applicants welcome. 
For an application form, contact Dan 
Batten, DN, Scope, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW, tel: 0171 619 7323, 
fax: 0171 619 7331. 
Closing date: 11 June 1999. 


Registered Charity No. 208231 


* Walking sticks * Rainwear * 
=a Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
\ Scooters * Wheelchairs * 
eat?) Riserchairs * Stairlifts etc etc 


Equipment bought and sold. 
Sales, service, hire. 


D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road, 
Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 


Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3. 


ELECTRIC MULTI-POSITION BEDS 


TWO YEARS GUARANTEE, £495. 
PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


(01689) 829186 


COMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


FOR ALL CONDITIONS 


FOR MEN [= 
& WOMEN 


Gg Avi aye 
OMLLAY | ape: 
Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREE BROCHURE @ FREEPHONE 


0800 413860 


GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
De] FREEPOST (NEA2674) HARROGATE HG3 7BR 


G, 


wheelchairs, 
scooters and 
people into 
Cars... 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 


Ring Free 0800 214046 


New range of 


easy io old 
wheek:hare we p 


andscoolir — 
Wrens. Suton sr.oauk 


Autochal Ltd Mitford Lane 
Bakewell DE4S 1Dx 


ACCESSIBLE 48 SEATER Bus 


H reg Dennis, Cummins Turbo 
rear tail lift, radio/pa 
MOT Oct’ ’99, new batteries 
1 owner, fsh, 24,500 km 
£19,500 
01209 842248 or 07771 686923 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES 
Selection of one owner, 
low mileage, available 
from £5,250 - £7,500 
Details (01634) 243596 


Continued on page 37 


Ne §: 


ACCESS ABILITY LOTHIAN 


A disability led project working to promote educational 
inclusion seeks a 


CO-ORDINATOR 


to lead a dynamic team offering educational guidance, advocacy and support 
to disabled people of all ages. The project also provides consultation, training 
and development of inclusive practice to education service providers. 


Salary PO1 £21,378 - £23,241 
Disabled applicants welcome. Job share will be considered. 


Application packs in all formats from: Access Ability Lothian, Norton Park 
Centre, 57 Albion Road, Edinburgh EH7 5QY. Tel: 0131-475 2500, Minicom: 
0131-475 2300, Fax: 0131-475 2392 


Closing date: Wednesday 16 June 1999. 


Mz 


Waltham Forest 


Socal Services 


Waltham Forest Association of Disabled People 


WfAD (Waltham Forest Association of Disabled People) wish to appoint 
a disabled person as an: 


Independent Living trainer 
Salary SO2 point 32 £21,042 (incl Outer London Weighting) 


WfAD are seeking a dynamic individual for this exciting new post. 
We are working in partnership with Waltham Forest Social Services 
to promote and support the development of independent living in 
Waltham Forest. 


You: 

@ Will have a thorough understanding of community care, independent 
living and direct payments. 

® Will have experience of promoting independent living and direct 
payments. 

e Will be able to identify the different training needs of disabled 
people, carers, personal assistants and care managers. 

e Will have experience of designing and delivering accessible training 
courses to a wide variety of audiences. 

For an information pack please phone WfAD on 0181-509 0812 

(voice and minicom). 


Closing date for completed applications Monday 21 June 1999. 
This is a 3-year fixed term contract. 


DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 
- DIRECT PAYMENTS 


£20,922 — £23,958 Pesint 
TWO YEAR PROJECT POST 


This is an exciting opportunity to take forward Direct Payments for 
disabled people in a large and progressive Social Services 
Directorate. We are looking for a committed individual who can 
develop policy, practice and procedure within Devon Social 
Services, whilst providing advice and support to local service users 
prior to developing a user-based Independent Living Support 
Service. You must be committed to the social model of disability, 
have experience and awareness of the issues surrounding 
independent living and user control, have excellent communication 
skills and be able to travel. 


Completed applications must be received by 17 June 1999. 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 8 July 1999. 


If you would like an informal discussion after receiving the 
information pack, please contact either: Geoff King, Senior 
Officer — Planning & Commissioning on (01392) 382100 or Alan 
Rudall, Finance Projects Manager on (01392) 382357. 


Applications from disabled people and/or people from ethnic 
minorities are particularly welcomed as they are currently under- 
represented in the work force. Assistance with relocation expenses 
and additional support and travel costs maybe available. 


Application form and job description available from: Human 
Resource Practice, Social Services Department, County Hall, 
Room A221, Topsham Road, Exeter Ex2 4QR. Tel: (01392) 
383854 (24 hour answerphone). Please quote AD0023. 


a 
COPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


LOOKING FOR A JOB? 


Feel that you have something to offer Scope, the UK’s leading charity 
working with disabled people? If so, why not contact us to register for a copy 


of our fortnightly Vacancy Bulletin, which gives details of all the exciting job 
opportunities within Scope? 


To receive a copy, please write to Karen Washington, Human Resources 
Department, Scope, 6 Market Road, London, N7 9PW or tel: 0171 619 
7111, minicom: 0171 619 7163, e-mail: karen.washington @scope.org.uk 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims made in the 
advertisements it prints and all readers are advised to check 
Claims with the advertisers before relying on them. 


Scotland’s Disability Consultancy 
for Information Providers 


UPDATE is a new and innovative user-led initiative in Scotland. Its primary aim will be 
to collate and disseminate disability and impairment related information to first tier 
information providers throughout Scotland. UPDATE is managed by a consortium, 
which includes the Lothian Coalition of Disabled People, the Centre for Independent 
Living in Glasgow, and the Disability Alliance in the Scottish Highlands. Funding has 
been provided by The Scottish Office. We are looking to fill the following posts: 


Marketing Manager (Code: MM) PO1 35-38, £21,378-£23,241 pro rata 
Responsible for marketing and promoting UPDATE services and for ongoing 
fundraising. 25 hours per week. : 


Administrator (Code: ADM) APV 31-34, £19,194-£20,946 

Responsible for the administrative services of the organisation including: book 
keeping and financial administration; membership and general office administration. 
The Administrator will also line manage two Clerical Officers. 


Information Officer (Code: 10) APV 31-34, £19,194-£20,946 

Primary responsibility for the editing and publication of the current awareness 
bulletins and managing volunteers. Shared responsibility for researching and updating 
information resources and staffing the telephone helpline. 


IT Information Officer (Code: ITO) APV 31-34, £19,194-£20,946 

Primary responsibility for maintaining the IT network and for the development and 
maintenance of UPDATE’s website. Shared responsibility for researching, collating and 
distributing information. 


Rights Information Officer (Code: RIO) APV 31-34, £19,194-£20,946 
Primary responsibility for information with a rights based emphasis such as benefits, 
the DDA and housing or community care legislation. 


Training Co-ordinator (Code: TC) APV 31-34, £19,194-£20,946 
Responsible for developing and delivering a programme of training for member 
organisations on issues such as information management, information service 
development, and managing volunteers, etc. 


Clerical Officers (Code: CO — 2 posts), GG2 10-12, £10,761-£11,313 
Responsible for word processing and general office duties. 


Unless otherwise noted, all posts are for a 35 hour week. 
Pay reviews pending on all posts. All posts are based in Edinburgh. 


A commitment to the social model of disability is essential, as is the ability to work 
efficiently within a democratic, user-controlled project led by disabled people. 
Personal experience of disability will be a positive advantage. Relevant educational/ 
vocational qualifications are also desirable. However, it is accepted that there may be 
circumstances in which people without formal qualifications may meet the 
requirements of the post. 


For an application pack please write to: Margaret Sanders at the Centre 
for Independent Living in Glasgow, 117-127 Brook Street, Bridgeton, 
Glasgow G40 3AP quoting the relevant post(s) and code(s). 


Closing date: noon Friday 18 June 1999. 


dial ux 


Break The Disability-Poverty Link! 


DIAL UK is the national organisation for a network of advice centres run by and for disabled people. 
We aim to break the link between poverty and disability through advice to disabled people and 
through presenting evidence to government. We need experienced and enthusiastic people to fill the 
following posts. All will be based at our office in Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 

Rights & Social Policy Manager - full-time, NJC Scale SO2: £19,761-£20,922pa*, to manage the 
Rights Team and to establish a social policy function within the DIAL Network. 


Rights Support Worker (Social Security) - full-time, NUC Scale SO1: £18,006-£19,194*, and 


Rights Support Worker (Social Security) - half-time, NJC Scale SO1: £18,006-£19, 194 pro rata*, to 
advise and support front-line rights advisers by telephone, by writing fact sheets and by organising 
training and forum events. 

Rights Support Worker (Housing & Community Care) - half-time, NJC Scale SO1: £18,006-£19,194 
pro rata*, to research, develop and deliver housing and community care support for front line 
advisers. 

Administration Assistant - half-time, NJC Grade 2: £10,761-£11,283 pro rata*, to satisfy the extra 
demands which the Rights Team will make on our Administration Team. 


*plus NJC cost of living increase due April 1999. 


DIAL UK is an organisation of disabled people and we are committed to having a majority of 
disabled people on our staff. Disability is a favourable factor in recruitment and applications 
from disabled people are strongly encouraged. 


DIAL UK, Park Lodge, St Catherine’s Hospital, Tickhill Road, Doncaster DN4 8QN. 
Tel: (01302) 310123 (voice & text), e-mail: dialuk@aol.com 

Closing date: 21 June 

Interviews: 28 June (Manager) & weeks beginning 5 & 12 July (others). 


Application packs can be supplied in formats other than print. Requests to: Chief Executive, ) 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 


raid Richmond Advice and 
oo Information on Disability 


Receptionist 
Job share or full time (total 36 hours per week) 
Salary: £15,618 inc OLW pro rata (pay award pending) 


RAID is an organisation of disabled people and we want to appoint a 
Receptionist to be the first point of contact for people using our new and 
innovative Disability Action Centre in Teddington. 


Reporting to the Assistant Director, you will provide a welcoming and 
efficient reception service in addition to giving administrative support to 
the RAID team. If you have proven communication skills, IT experience 
and an understanding of disability issues, RAID would like to hear 
from you. 


For further information and an application form, send an SAE to: 
The Assistant Director, RAID, The Annexe, Fortescue House, Stanley Road, 
Twickenham TW2 5PZ, or telephone 0181-893 4402. 


Application forms are available in any format upon request. 
Closing date for applications: Friday 25 June 1999. 


RAID is an equal opportunities employer and warmly welcomes disabled 
applicants. 


Registered Charity No 1074788. A company limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England No. 3612476. Affiliated to DIAL UK. 


————————— nna 
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Department of Trade and Industry 


Employment Tribunal? 


Working experience during the last five years? 


Can you spare fifteen to twenty days a year to serve on an 


kmc international 
search & selection 


sitting day plus travel expenses. 


7 Old Park Lane, 
London W1Y 3LJ. 


Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton 


£20,170 - £22,407 pa 


The Arena Theatre is undergoing a £2million refurbishment following a successful 
bid to the Arts Council Lottery Board, and is due to re-open in October 1999. 
There are now increased opportunities for audience development and an 
expanded theatre programme, and as a result, the University wishes to appoint a 
Marketing and Development Manager on a fixed-term three year contract. 
A priority for development will be Disability Arts, both in terms of audiences and 
performances. All areas of the theatre now have full accessibility for staff, patrons 
and performers. 

We are looking for a dynamic and enthusiastic theatre professional to develop the 
artistic policy of the new Arena Theatre and tts programme of arts events, and to 
re-establish the Arena as the leading small-scale theatre in the West Midlands. You 
will be familiar with current trends within the arts, have an awareness of current 
disability issues and the potential of community theatre venues in educational 
settings, a specialist knowledge of contemporary small-scale touring theatre and a 
thorough understanding of the role of arts marketing. Ref A1973 


The University recognises that some sections of the community are 
currently under-represented in the staff population and is eager to 
attract larger numbers of applications from women, people from 
ethnic minority groups and, in particular, from disabled people. 


For detailed further particulars and an application form (returnable by 
18 June 1999) and quoting the reference number, contact the 
Personnel Services Department, University of Wolverhampton, 
Molineux Street, Wolverhampton WVI ISB. Tel: 01902 321049 
(ansaphone). For hearing impaired candidates our 4 Minicom 
number is 01902 321249. Email address: per@wilv.ac.uk 


The University provides higher education services to all sections of the community and is 
committed to equality of opportunity. 


UNIVERSITY OF 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Face the Future 


¢ For sale 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 
YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 
YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 
For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue? Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


Polartec fleece 
and ankle socks. 


POLARTEC 


Details from Island Glen. 
Tel: (01253) 838880. 


Employment Tribunals deal with a wide range of issues concerning employment rights in the 
workplace. They meet regularly in twenty-four locations throughout Great Britain with 
membership drawn from a local panel. Each Tribunal comprises a legally qualified Chairman and 
two Lay Members. Lay Members do not need to have legal knowledge but should be willing to 
learn about the law as it affects employment relations — training is provided. They receive £125 per 


The Government would like Lay Members to be drawn from a wide range of different workplaces, 
large and small, service and manufacturing. It wants to encourage as many people as possible 
with an understanding of workplace practice to put themselves forward. It would particularly value 
candidates with an understanding of the issues faced which include disputes about dismissal and 
also discrimination on grounds of race, disability or sex. 

If you would like to know more about becoming a Lay Member or to obtain information on how to 
apply, please write to kmc referring to the Employment Tribunals, or call Freephone 0800 783 7197. 
Details will also be available on the DTI website at www.dti.gov.uk/ir/tribunals-appts.htm or on audio 
tape. Full applications must be received by kmc by 5.00 pm on Friday 25th June. 


THE | 
CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING 
IN GLASGOW 


Housing Policy Development Co-ordinator 


NJC Grade POI 35-38 
(£21,378 - £23,241 pay review pending) 


The Centre for Independent Living in Glasgow (CILiG) is an established 
provider of information, training and personal assistant support 
services in the Glasgow area. CILiG is run by and for disabled people. 


The post of Housing Policy Development Co-ordinator is funded for 
three years by the Scottish Office. By offering support and training 
to housing providers, the post holder will aim to improve disabled 
people’s access to appropriate housing across all tenures. In 
addition, s/he will provide housing advice to disabled people and will 
work towards developing a full scale Disabled Person’s Housing 
Service, matching disabled people in housing need with available 
accommodation. 


The successful candidate will be a disabled person with an excellent 
understanding of housing policy and practice and experience of | 
service development. Relevant formal qualifications would be an 
advantage but are not essential. 


Closing date: noon on Friday 18 June 1999. 


For further information and an application pack, 
please write to Margaret Sanders at 
CILiG, 117-127 Brook Street, 
Bridgeton, Glasgow G40 3AP. 


Pre-Owned & Demonstrator WAVs for sale 


Chairman Escort, 1.3 petrol, 1993 L, fsh, red, lowering suspension & lowered floor £6,995 
Renault Extra, 1.9 diesel, 1997 R, 20k miles, white, lowered floor, lightweight vision-style ramp, new 
conversion £8,695 
Ford Courier, 1.8 diesel, pas, 1996 P, 61k miles, white, lowered floor, lightweight vision-style ramp, 
new conversion £10,995 
Renault Extra, 1.6 diesel, 1993 L, 35k miles, white, economical WAV £4,995 
Fiat Fiorino, 1.7 diesel, 1993 L, 29k miles, red, lowered rear access, lightweight ramp, winch £5,395 
Skoda Cube, 1.3 petrol, 1997 R, only 2k miles, white, lowered floor, lightweight vision-style ramp, 
new conversion, big saving on new price @ £10,995 
Citroen Berlingo, 1.9 diesel, 1997 P, pas, white, lowered floor, lightweight vision-style ramp, 
new conversion £11,895 
Peugeot Partner, 1.4 petrol, 1997 P, 24k miles, metallic silver, central locking, electric front 
windows, lowered floor, lightweight vision-style ramp, new conversion £12,595 
VW Caravelle SWB, 2.5 petrol injection, automatic, 1997 P, not converted yet so can be built to your 
specification. Possibilities: ramp or lift, 6-way seat & hand controls etc, versatile WAV £POA 
Ford Galaxy Aspen, 1.9 TDI, 1997 P, red, 4 passengers driver & wheelchair, lowered rear access, 
lightweight vision-style ramp, new conversion £15,795 
Ford Transit, 2.0 petrol, 1992 J, blue, 3 passengers driver & wheelchair, floor lowered inside to give 
extra headroom, Ricon Clearway lift, immaculate condition at only 31k miles £5,995 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty. 


95, Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
Wy leneagles Tel: (01334) 657722 Fax: (01334) 657711 
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HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 
Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


Ji: adapted vans, etc. Scuba 
“es Diving courses and other 
sporting and leisure facilities. 
David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 
E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 


Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 

___ Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £255 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop park with 
“excellent” status, New Milton, Hampshire. 
Excellent site facilities within 100 yards, with 
indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible log cabin accommodation. Sleeps 6, 
well furnished. Free club membership. 
GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Park with “good” status, Goodrington Sands, 
Devon. Excellent site facilities within short 
walk, with indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, 
bar, take-away. Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, 
fully wheelchair accessible mobile home. Sleeps 
4-6, well appointed. Free club membership. 
(Purchased with funds from the National Lottery). 
MILDENREATH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Excellent seaside site with good facilities, 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, 
clubhouse, indoor pool. Fully equipped and 
wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom chalet 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 — well furnished and 
comfortable. Free club membership. 


Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


Newlands Guesthouse, Southwold, Suffolk 
newly built ground floor suite with 
private lounge and ensuite shower 

room. Both rooms built specifically for 
wheelchair users. Details from Penny 

tel: (01502) 722164, fax: (01502) 724696 


EILDON HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
MELROSE, SCOTTISH BORDERS 
HOLIDAY CARE SERVICE UK WINNER 
Five category 1 self-catering holiday 
cottages in magnificent setting 
overlooking Tweed valley. 

Two cottages have overhead hoists 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 stars. 

For colour brochure please contact: 


JILL HART, DINGLETON MAINS, 
MELROSE TD6 9HS 


TEL/FAX 01896 823258 
http://www.aboutscotland.co.uk/eildon/cottages.html 


SCARBOROUGH 


Abbydale Guest House. 
Superior ground floor facilities for wheelchair 
users. All rooms en-suite. Level access bus, rail 
and town. For details call 


01723 379469 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE, Amlwch Road, 
Benllech, Anglesey, Gwynedd, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 
Family run guest house, situated on a superb coastal 
site with panoramic views. Has been adapted along 
with the landscape gardens to cater for wheelchair 
user. TV lounge, dining room and en-suite bedrooms 
on the ground floor. Two new additional specialised 
units with electric beds and hoists. Special diets 
catered for. Various aids available on request. Open all 

year. Ample car parking. 


There is always a warm welcome at Bryn Meirion 


SCOPE IN IPSWICH/ 
EAST SUFFOLK 


Holidays for the disabled and carers. 
5/6 berth caravan 400 yards from 
Felixstowe sea front and promenade. 
Details and bookings for 1999, 
please contact: Jim Bone, 

20 Victoria Street, Felixstowe IP11 7EW, 
Tel: (01394) 282288. 


Continued on page 38 


Disabilitynow June 1999 


ee ae 


38 Classified 


¢ Recruitment (also on pages 36 & 37) ¢ Holidays 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS COMMISSION 


5 days per week 


c.£60-70K per year (with 10% additional performance related pay) 


The Secretary of State for Education and Employment invites applications for the post of Chief Executive of the Disability Rights Commission. 


THE ORGANISATION 


The Disability Rights Commission will be an independent statutory body, sponsored by the Department for Education and Employment. It will work towards 
the elimination of discrimination and will promote the equalisation of opportunities for disabled people with those of non-disabled people. The Commission 
is expected to have a presence in or around London with other offices in Scotland, Wales and possibly another location in England. 


THE JOB THE PERSON 


The Chief Executive will be responsible for: @ should have the leadership skills and vision to run a successful organisation; 


@ advising on the Commission’s overall policy @ be able to show proven or potential ability to organise financial planning in a large national 


direction and strategy and its implementation; organisation; 
@ the day-to-day operations of the Commission; 


the efficient and effective management of the 
Commission's resources. 


@ beanexcellent communicator with proven presentation and negotiating skills; 


@ have experience of the issues facing disabled people in Britain's changing society and economy 
and the effects these have on business. 


The establishment of the Commission, and appointments to it, cannot be confirmed until and unless Parliament grants Royal Assent. 


Applications are particularly welcome from disabled people, women and members of ethnic minority groups 


To obtain an application pack which contains further details of the vacancy, please send a postcard bearing your name and address 


and the reference “DRC-CEO” to: 


Jon Lynch, Department for Education and Employment, Level 5, Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, 


London SW1H 9NA or E Mail: pba.team@dfee.gov.uk 


Alternatively, leave a message on the minicom answering service (0171 273 5645) 


or the answering service (0171 273 6017). 
Completed application forms should be returned by Friday 11 June. 


THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS 


ON MERIT BY FAIR AND OPEN PROCESSES, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


GLAD - Greater London Action on Disability 
wish to recruit to the following posts: 


Project Officer 


Greater London 


£23,766 inc. LW (annual pay award pending), GLAD ==sseheeules 
manager grade 3-4, 35 hour week, 12 month contract GLAD 


GLAD wish to appoint a Project Officer for our employment project. 
The project — Greater London Employment Network on Disability 
(GLENDA) — aims to promote best practice on employment training 
for disabled people in London. The GLENDA Project is funded by the 
European Social Fund. 


We are looking for a person with a thorough knowledge of disability 
issues and employment training issues, with experience of project 
work in the voluntary sector to make an immediate start on the 
implementation of the project work plan. You need to be able to work 
on your own initiative in order to meet deadlines. This post is at a 
manager grade, and experience of supervising paid staff or 
volunteers is needed. 


Project Administration Assistant 


£16,380 inc. LW (annual pay award pending), GLAD administration 
assistant grade 2, 35 hour week, 12 month contract 


As an assistant to the GLENDA Project Officer, you will need excellent 
administrative skills, including word processing, maintaining office 
systems and minute taking. You must be able to work to deadlines 
and work as part of a team. 


Information Officer 


£18,642 inc. LW (annual pay award pending), GLAD senior officer 
grade, 35 hour week. This is core post dependent on the annual 
renewal of LBGC grant aid. 


We are looking for an experienced information worker, with good 
communication skills. You must have experience of maintaining a 
computer database (GLAD uses MS Access 2) and have excellent 
word processing skills. You must be familiar with computer network 
and website management (training will be provided for this). A 
knowledge and understanding of disability issues is essential. 


We particularly welcome applications from disabled people for all 
three posts. GLAD’s offices are fully accessible. Job packs for these 
posts are available in print, large print, audio tape and on disk from 
Finance & Administration, GLAD, 336 Brixton Road, London SW9 TAA, 
tel: 0171-346 5800, fax: 0171-346 5810, minicom: 0171-346 5811. 


Closing date for all three posts: Wednesday i. 
30 June 1999 at 5pm. 


GLAD is a Registered Charity No. 293158. 


This organisation is funded 
by London Boroughs Grants 


IMPORTANT ¢ IMPORTANT ¢ IMPORTANT 


Classified deadlines for the July issue of DN 


Booking deadline is 9 July 
Copy deadline is 11 July 


DisabilityNow June 1999 


Department for 
Education and Employment 


CHANGE, an organisation for people with both a learning 
disability and a sensory impairment, is looking to recruit: 


Director 


Salary £24,95 | -£28,293 
(SCP ATC 37-42) per annum pro 
rata, 30 hours per week. 


Holiday entitlement of 24 days per year (pro rata) and pension 
entitlement. 


CHANGE wishes to appoint a disabled or deaf person as our new 
Director. 


CHANGE is a small, but growing, national organisation of disabled 
people that works for better rights, services and information for 
people with learning disabilities and sensory impairments. 


If you have management, planning and fundraising experience, 
and are committed to working in an empowering way, then send 
for our job application pack. 


Please send a 40p stamped addressed envelope to Christine 
McMahon, CHANGE, Ist Floor, 69-85 Old Street, London ECIV 9HY. 


Closing date: 12 noon, 30 June 1999. 
This post is partly funded by Comic Relief. 


Disability Doncaster 


Lifestyles Co-ordinator/Trainer 


37 hours per week, £16,233-£18,006 Disability Doncaster 
We are an independent organisation who provide a comprehensive range of services 
to enable disabled people to secure independent, integrated living opportunities. 


We are now looking for an enthusiastic and highly motivated person to join our team. 
You will have an awareness and experience of the issues affecting disabled people 
along with a clear understanding of the social model of disability. 


This is an exciting opportunity to work with both individual disabled people and 
disability organisations to promote and develop innovative initiatives that enable the 
independence and inclusion of disabled people. You will act as a link between 
different agencies, eg healthcare professionals, social services, the Disability 
Resource Centre and the local disabled community in particular those in more 
isolated areas. This will include: 


¢ Identifying, developing and delivering training programmes. 

¢ Working with statutory, voluntary and other interested agencies. 

¢ Identifying the facilities and resources required to enable the inclusion of disabled 
people in training and job opportunities. 

° Assisting in the development of new and existing services. 

For an information pack and application form please contact Tina Elvy, Office 


Manager, Disability Doncaster, Heavens Walk, Doncaster DN4 5HZ. Tel: (01302) 
769219, minicom: (01302) 329788. , 


Closing date: Friday 18 June 1999. 
Interviews will take place Monday 5 July 1999. 


Disability Doncaster is an equal opportunities employer. 
Registered Charity No. 1065630 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 454300. 


CAREFREE HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE & SPAIN 
Summers in France, winters in Spain 
Time to relax and forget about rain 
Fully wheelchair accessible accommodation 
Minibus for transfers and daily excursions 
Good home cooking and complementary wine 
with meals 
For brochure on French & Spanish holidays 
contact Pat & John Bartlam, 

40 Rue St Eloi, 79440 Courlay, France. 
Tel/Fax: 00335 49722537 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK 

Downton, Hampshire: 

Award winning coastal site with indoor/outdoor 
pools; sports/leisure facilities; restaurants and 
bars. Wheelchair accessible, fully equipped 1/2 
bedroom chalets, sleep 4-6. 

Call: K. Pepper on 01590 642073 — New Forest 
Mencap Charity No. 1038962. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


St. Peter's 
View, Suffolk 


For holiday 
brochure: 


Tel/Fax: (01728) 685358 


Ue Pro VYE Specialising in Holidays 


Pre” VALLEY for Disabled People 


Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 


MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Activities, entertainments. Rates from £235/week. 
(01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


¢ Business for sale 


Small business for sale 


Good potential, est. 1996, bed & breakfast 
agency, can be run entirely with telephone, 
fax and computer. Call Alan Berton, 


tel:0171-372 3332, 
e-mail: home-from-home@pncl.co.uk 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Special offers 39 
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| Calling all animal and art 
| lovers! We have two signed 
prints of Bruce Peardon’s paint- 
| ing of Siberian tigers (above), 

worth £75, to give away — one 
each to the two winners of this 
' wordsearch competition. 

We also have a copy of Painters 
First for two runners-up, a 
book looking at art by members 
of the Mouth and Foot Painting 
Artists Association (MFPA). 

To enter, find 12 words about 
tigers in the above wordsearch 
| and write them on a postcard 
(details opposite). 

There are 8,000 Bengal tigers 
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'Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address 


iName: 
; Address: 


, Signature: 
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Save the tiger 


in existence, but only 
500 Siberian tigers, 
and the MFPA wants 
to do something to 
help prevent their 
extinction. 

If you want to buy a 
print, the MFPA is 
offering 100 DN 
i readers the chance to 
buy limited edition Peardon 
prints for £75 each. 

Bruce, who paints with his 
mouth, has donated the 
pictures, and the money raised 
will go to the David Shepherd 
Conservation Foundation to 
help the Siberian tiger survive. 

Send a cheque or postal order 
for £75 (payable to DSCF 
Trading Company Ltd) to 
DSCF, 61 Smithbrook Kilns, 
Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8], tel: 
(01483) 267924. 


Painters First, Marc Alexander, 
£16.95, ISBN 0-9071-5903-6. 


CLICKERS 


-Qoma7aoraor 


Top table to win 


If you have mobility problems 
or find it difficult to lift hot or 
awkward things around the 
home, then we have just the 
thing for you. 

The stylish Height-Right trolley 
from Thomas Gideon Design, 
worth £595, was highlighted in 
our coverage of Naidex last 
year (DN, August 1998). It is 
ideal if you need a steady, mobile 
and adjustable surface to work 
on. We have one to give away to 
a lucky reader this month. 

Developed in collaboration 


12-PAGE MOTORING SUPPLEMENT 
DN previews the Mobility Roadshow, checks 
out the new VW Lupo, prints the latest RICA 
research and test drives an adapted MG. 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


How easy is it to use the capital’s transport 
network? Intrepid travellers with disabilities 
find out. 


NAIDEX 


DN sends the experts to find out what’s best 
among the new products on show. 


Plus the best news, views, feature articles, jobs and offers. The July issue is on sale from 30 June. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
; Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice 


Sie 


Postcode: 


'To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, 
_6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 


; White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 


i Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


with Philippa Harpin of the 
Muscular Dystrophy Group, 
the trolley can be raised and 
lowered electrically, and the 
castors can be locked 
electrically too — control 
switches are placed on the end 
of a flexible stalk for easy 
access. The trolley helps you 
get hot dishes from worktop to 
oven to table, and if you’re 
unsteady on your feet, you’ll 
find its handrail very useful. 

The batteries in the base will 
last a week or more with 


normal use before needing an 
overnight charge with the 
charger provided. The trolley 
needs no other maintenance. 

Write in to DN (details 
below), marking your entry 
“trolley”, and one of you will 
win a Height-Right Trolley, 
worth £595. 


Thomas Gideon Design, 
Greystones, Old Botley, Oxford 
OX2 OJR, tel: (01865) 460384, 
e-mail: thomasgideondesign@ 
telinco.com 


Send your name & address on a postcard marked tigers, trolley 
or cookery, to DN, address on page 3. Closing date 30 June. No 


cash alternatives. UK entrants only. Entrants must be over 18, 
and agree to terms and conditions. Not open to DN staff or 
associates. The editor’s decision is final. 


Millennium menus 


If the celebrity cookery article 
on page 22 has got you in the 
menu mood, you will definitely 
be interested in Robert 
Carrier’s New Great Dishes of 
the World (worth 
£12.99), in which he 
presents his collection 
of modern recipes for 
the millennium. 

It has truly delicious 
ideas from all around 
the globe — everything 
from Jamaican Jerk 
Chicken and Burnt 
Honey Ice-cream to 
Italian Mama’s 
Comfort Soup and Red 
Snapper in Saffron 
Sauce — and has 
mouthwatering 
photographs of the 
finished products. 

We have six copies of 
the book to give away. 
So if you fancy going 
global, send your 


Robert 


details to DN (see above), 
marking your entry “cookery”. 


Macmillan, £12.99, ISBN 
0-7522-2166-3. 


Carrier 


Disabilitynow June 1999 
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